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A 
SERIOUS EXPOSTULATION 
WITH THE 


Rev. JOSEPH. BERINGTON, 


UPON HIS 


' 


Theological Errors concerning Miracles, 
AND OTHER SUBJECTS. 
| | S : — . 
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S RTO EXPOSTULATION, Sc. 


— —— — . 
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: RE V. 8 1 R, 4 


Hav ING finiſhed your late pamphlet 


upon miracles, very much, as it appears, to 
your own ſatisfaction; in the concluſion 


you hurl defiance at your literary antago- 
niſts, in the following triumphant exclama- 


tion: “ I look now for a man, who will be 
* hardy enough to maintain, that the Deity 


* can patroniſe ſuperſtition®,” The gaunt- 
let, which you throw down, I, Sir, take up; 
not as the champion of the reported pro= 
digies, upon which, though called upon 


* An Examination of Events termed miraculous, as reported 


in Letter from Italy. p. 27. By che Rev. Joſeph Berington. 
B | from 


„ 


— 


from a reſpectable quarter“, I will not, for 


good reaſons, give a public opinion, in the 


preſent. ſtage of the buſineſs; but as a de- 
fender of the cauſe of the church and of 
the common intereſts of | chriſtianity ; a- 
gainſt both of which you have aimed mor- 
tal blows, by the mode of your attack up- 
on the miraculous events in queſtion, as 


well as by your theological productions in 


general. For when alas! was Mr. Bering- 
ton known to wield the pen without pro- 
voking the ſighs of the friends of virtue 
and the true religion, and the * of 
their enemies! + | 5, 

I feel no difficulty, Sie in, conſidering 
the irreligious ſentiments contained in the | 
firſt paragraph of your pamphlet + as your 
own, and as thoſe which you are defirous 
of impreſſing upon the public mind; not- 
withſtanding you put them into the mouth 
of your friend. In fact you were then writ- 


+ See The Review of Books in The Gentlemar's 
Megorin / the month = October, 1796. p. 853. note. 
* hs 
= ing 


(8) 


ing for the public, as you expreſsly men- 
tion“. Of courle, if you. had, diſapproved 
of the ſentiments, in queſlion, you would 
have been much leſs anxious to, ſtate them, 
than 10 bring forward your. objeQions a- 
gainſt them. Lou would. never have, pre- 
ſented what you conſidered, a ; poiſon, to the 


public, without frnnhinacbem with an an-" 


tidote againſt the effefts of it. But what 


need of argument on a point Joiplain? You 
admit the general truths. of your ſuppoſed 
friend's obſervations, and ovly he ſitated 40 


apply them to the Miraculous events re- 


ported from Italy, until you had read the 
pamphlet under that title, when, it ſeems, 
all your doubts were removed. Let us now 


ſee what are the « n —_— in que- 


7 


1 nn ö 2 
8 7 Sud 4 of: Italy: ah Papi dates 


* are as yet the fail, in which: ſuch phæ- 


% nomena ate permitted to vegetatet. 
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of being ſtruck with the liberties, in point of grammar 


: 22 no 


11 

„Where the preſervation of power reſts 
* ſo much on opinion, that opinion, when 
* a concurrence of cauſes ſeems to threat- 
* en its overthrow, muſt be ſtrengthened, 
* or its decline will be rapid, and the pow- 
er it ſupported will be involved in the 
fall.“ What this power is which reſts 
vpon opinion, and is in danger of falling 
with the ſame, does not, at firſt ſight, 
appear; but we gather, from the next 
ſentence but one, that this is ſaid of the 
prieſthood, which hitherto we have been 
taught to believe, reſts upon the immove- 
able baſis of the Divine Omnipotence and 
veracity. This interpretation of the text 
before us is. elucidated by what follows: 
Let us pay attention to it: The prieſt- 
* hood in theſe circumſtances would na- 

22 turally have recourſe to the means moſt 

* congenial with their general habits; and, 7 


Gi 9 = MS 1 | ITY 
no leſs than of theology, which Mr. Berington aſſumes, 
The author of this, however, has not leiſure to attend 
to ſuch matters; otherwiſe it would be an eaſy taſk to 


| prove that this ee ws O une is as 88 as his ſen- 


ments Are. | | 
| ( as 


— . e 


en 
«, as in the hiſtory of the progreſs of their 


*, miniſtry through many ages, it is plain, 
they have encouraged: a belief in prodi- 


. gies, Vhereby heaven is underſtood to 


«©. announee its acceptance of their offices, 
© is it too ſevere, to ſuppoſe they would 


again recur tothe ſame means; ſhould 
« occahons prove favorable; that is, ſhould 
« the: minds of the multitude become ſuſ- 


* ceptible: of the ſtrong impreſſions of en- 


e thuſiaſm,"” Thus is the maſſ important 
of theſe * general truths” :uofolded::: The 


means congenial with the aggregate body 


of the prieſthood (not withi certain bad or 
political prieſts) are impuſture and lying 
prodigies, built on the “ enthuſiaſm of the 
* multitude,” whenever the occaſion has 
« proved favorable: the biſtory of the 
„ progreſs of their miniſtry through many 


ages proves their baving encouraged 


„this belief.” And, for What purpoſe I 
pray you, Rev. Sir, have they encouraged 
this deluſion ?- In order that © Heaven 
may be underſtood to accept of their 


offices. — So then the offices of the 


- 9; “ 


I 


7 A — —— —— 
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prieſthood, their preaching 'and their pray- 
ers, their ſacraments and their ſacrifice are 


barely underſtood: to be acceptable to hea- 
ven, or, as you expreſſed. it before, reſt up- 
on opinion: and, to gain this very opinion, 
it has been found neceſſary to recur to a 
ſyſtem of the vileſt hypocriſy and impoſ: 
ture that human nature is capable of! And, 
who is it, the reader will naturally aſk, that 
is capable of holding this language in the 
face of a promiſeuous multitude, of every 
denomination, already too much infe&ed 
with irreligion and ineredulity? Will he 
believe me when I tell him that it is a 
prieft of the Catholic Church, one who has 
been educated, ſupported and engaged, by 
ſolemn vows, to perform, during life, the | 
offices of his ſacred function? No; the rea- 
der will reply, that is impoſſible: ſuth a 
prieſt would many months ago, have ſent 


bis Lettres de Pretriſe, or ordination papers, 


with an avowal of the ſentiments before us 
to the French National Convention. Such 
a confeſſion of the impoſture of his order, 
from a ſoreign prieſt, would have inſured 

him 


„ ” 
him ſtill higher honors than thofe conifer. 


red upon his confederate Dr. Geddes“. 
Like Thomas Paine or bis friend Dr, 
Prieſtley, he would have been appointed, in 
his abſence, deputy to ſome nick- named 


province, and would have eftabliſhed a poſt- 


humous claim to the apotheoſis of the Pan- 
theon; where no niched mawmets?? + 


of ſaints, would now diſguſt his “ philoſo- 


e phic coolneſs“ (thoſe niches are now oc- 
cupied by the - murderers of their friends 
and ſovereignsf): where he would no 
longer have to © lament that ſuperſtitious 
© veneration is paid to a fſhepherdeſf:, 
* named St. Genevieve;\"' but where wor- 
ſhip, ſtill more divine, is offered up to the 
enſhrined aſhes of the pious Voltaire, the 
chaſte Rouſfeau and the God Marat. 2 

11 1 3 eee 


* Dr. Geddes received the thanks of the Nati- 


_ onal Aſſembly for his Carmen Seculare in honor of the 


French Revolution, addreſſed to them. 
1 Reflexions io Hawkins by Rev. Fof. Berington p. 74. 
+ Brutus, Pelletier, De St. Fargeau, &c. 


5 Hiftory of the Lives of Abeillard awd Helbiſe, by 
the Rev. Mr. Be rington, p. 19. : 


| The author is informed that, in one of thoſe 
ö  facrid 


CCS 
* You next proceed, Sir, ſtill however by 
the mouth of your ſuppoſed friend, io apply 
theſe © general truths” to the late prodigies | 
reported from Italy, which you. conclude 
* either originated with the prieſts; - who 
„ were direfted, by the ruling magiſtrates, 
« to miſlead the people, or that, availing 
« themſelves of the credulity of ſome weak 
„ minds, the prieſts bad favored, the. firſt 
„ impreſſions of enthufiaſm and ſet fire to 
% a-train,- of which the exploſiqn, in the 
1 * contagious ſuſceptibility of the human 
5 “% mind could not be calculated.“ You 
now come forward, in Prom _ W 
DV 9754 50 12 ene 5 
fat ted duties of n 5 which theſe Wen 
worſhippers of the. Gofldeſs of Reaſon have ſo often. 
performed of late, the bloody God, Marat, the ſame 


who, bollly proclaimed, at the beginning of the reign 
of his friend Roberſpierre that 400,000 heads in France 


muſt fall under the guiliatiae) was undeified, His altar, 
at the Carouſal, was demoliſhed, his putyid remains 
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1 were dragged out of the ſacerd cry pts of the church of 
4 St. Genvieve, (now the Pantheon) and the harbour which 
ii had given up its ciaim to God's grace (H avre de Grace) 
Fl inhonor of the new Deity, was ordered to rengunce 
1 his prcteRi on and denomination as Havre de Marat. 
4 ? : pits +; ICH 
34 | 
| . 


(9) 
ter an affeQed heſitation on the imperfeR 
nature of the documents firſt received) to 
ſupport this concluſion to the beſt. of your 
abilities. Accordingly you intimate, but 
without any document at all; and merely 
becauſe ſuch ſuppoſitions are neceſſary for 
the ſupport of your concluſion, that * the 
« Cardinal Biſhop of Ancona, with the o- 
© ther magiſtrates, by their agents and o- 
©« ther means, as other kings and miniſters 
« and priefls had done before them, exert- 
ed their endeavours to keep alive the 
7 enthuſiaſm of the multitude“.“' - That 
they bribed three eminent painters, to ai- 
teſt to the world, in a ſolemn juridical in- 
formation, a notorious falſehoodf, and that 
the Pope himſelf © from his palace fed the 
% public enthufiaſm,—like other politic ru- 
« lers converting the ſottiſhneſs of the mul- 
* titude into a commodious engine of go- 
<« vernment,”” and adopting the maxim of 
impoſture: Si populus vult decipi, decipia- 
« fur.“ Yet you pretend to © impute no 


js. p. 16. a + p. 18. 4 P- 20, 21. 
« unwosthy 


60 


* unworthy views to Pius VI.” and aſſert 
that the ſevereſt moral caſuiltry will ab- 
* ſolve him (in this ſu; poſed tranſaction) 


© whilſt political prudence will applaud 


% him ;” becauſe, forſooth he mingled re- 


ligion with his policy, and becauſe the 


« enthubaſtic belief that he encouraged 
© tended to draw men to A reform of life 
and to the practice of religious duties.“ 


According to your caſuiſtry then it is not 


.unworthy even the Vicar on earth of the 


| Eternal Truth, and the peculiar. judge of 


«miraculous effects, to propagate a belief in 
lying prodigies and to abet aforgery of the 
broad ſeal of heaven ifelf®, Remember, 
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| PI cannat-reſrain [expreſſing my aſloniſhme nt that 


M.. Beriogton himſelf ſhould nor perceive the ccntradie- 


tons ioto which he gives. According to him: It i is un- 


95 worthy of the great Awhor of Nate to perform thele 


” prodigics” ſee p- 5 but i i is not unworthy of bis Vice- 


gereni on earth to propagate the. belief of them! They 


« tend to ſtrengiben ſuperſtition and 10 alienitc the mind 
« from all juſt poticns of religion and io deteriorate the 


« oral N of the e p. 6. yet the \ſevereſt. 


oaſuiſliy, 


t 


— — 1 


6 * 3 
Sir, that it is you who' teach this dofQrine, 
Had you diſcovered the fame in any of 'our 
antiquated caſuiſts, what à lecture would 
you not have read us, on #ious Jrauds and 


religious impoſtures? In a word, you tepre- 
ſent the whole buſineſs of theſe miracles 


(and in this opinion you are not ſingular, 


for you have the whole tribe of ill- informed 
and prejudiced news-writers and reviewers 
with you) as an artifice of the Papal go- 
vernment, to rouſe the people againſt their 


dreaded invaders, the French Republi. 
cans}. But if this were ſo, permit me, Sir, 
to aſk, why did not theſe conſummate poli- 


ticians, as you repreſent them, follow up 
their meaſure, when they were witneſſes to 


caſuiſtry, will abſolve Pins VT. in feeding the public en- 
thufafm iu favor of their. reality ! Thoſe who are de- 
lirous of ſeeing ſtill more-curious ſpecimens of the proand 
the con, upon the ſame ſubjects and by the fame author, 
are referred io two contiaſted columns at the end of Mr. 
Plowdeu's Remarks on the Memoirs of Greg, Panzani, 


which are given under the tile of Philoſophic Conſt iflency 


or Berington againfl Beringtone 
. P 12. 
its 
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its unbounded ſucceſs? Why did not they 


put arms into.the hands of the enthuſiaſtic 


myriads, and form the deſcendants of. the. 
Scipios and the Cæſars into thoſe invincible. 
legions, which had ſo often chaſed the : 


Tranſalpine barbarians within their native 


bounds? But, was there a ſingle ſword. 


drawn on the occaſion, or ſo much as one 
breach repaired in the venerable walls? 


You know the contrary; and the, beſt in- 


formed and moſt reſpettable of the letter- 


writers expreſsly aſſures you, that the 
* people, who before, were only taken up 
e with thoughts of the French, did not 


e conclude it (the prodigy in queſtion) to 


be a ſign of their being to be delivered 
from them; but that the effects of it 


« were, ſincere repentance, the reconcilia- 


« tion of enemies, immediate reſtitution, - 


« confeſſion and other public ſigns of pe- 
e nance*,” Both the Pope and his people 
well knew that every demonſtration of 


. G. Bonomi in che pamphlet of Miraculous 


. p- 203 


piety, 


( 1629) 
piety would irritate without diſarming their 
earthly enemies, but their aim was to diſ- 
arm the. wrath of their heavenly Father, 
whoſe voice, calling them to repentance, 
they: conceived themſelves to hear. 

Again, Sir, permit me to remind you, 
that I am not now defending the cauſe of 
the late miracles; that conteſt, if 1 were 
really anxious about it, whilſt the church 
at large and our on paſtors are ſilent con- 
cerning it, I could with ſafety entruſt to 
the hands of your female adverfary, who, 
to ſpeak the truth, has proved herſelf more 
than your equal “. But obſerving the ſame- 
irretigious principles, envenomed with the 
ſame onuſtic ſarcaſm, in your late pamphlet; 
which have diſtinguiſhed your productions 
for ſeveral years paſt, and finding that, fo 
far from granting a reſpite, you threaten 
the Church with freſh and mote dangerous 
attacks, I have been, ipduced to point out 
theſe e together wich a few of 


*z * 1 * 
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* See A fis. Thaigts of the Re f b. Een by 
Catholic Lady.—. P. Coghlan, : 
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| your other theological errors, to yourſelf; 
| that you may reconſider them to the public: 
| that it may be warned againſt them, and to 
8 | our eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors that they may 


be informed of their exiſtence. With res 
ſpe to the ſubject of the miracles, my 
chief labour has been to analyze what you 
have written on the ſame, and to bring 
the points at iſſue between us, into diſtin& 


| and ſeparate views: theſe are, 1ſt, the con- 
1 tinuation of miracles in the catholic church; 
| 2dly, the criteria or marks for judging of 
| miracles; and gdly, the evidence neceſſa- 
| ry for atteſting their exiſtence. . From the 
[| examination of your doErine on theſe ſe- 
| veral heads, it will appear that you have 
[1 not only undermined the. foundations of 
F the catholic cauſe, but alſo thoſe of our 


common chriſtianity, for which you oo 
to be fo ſolicitous *, 
ſt 9. 
Has there been in the church of God a 


ſucceſſion of miracles, more or leſs in eve- 


* Exam. p. 31. | 
ry 
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LW}... 
ry age ſince that of Chriſt and his apoſtles? 


Or are we to: ſurrender. this point,“ as 


you tell us „the great defenders of chriſ- 


«tianity have done long ago, and reſt ſatis- 


« fied with what the Deity has done for his 


« own work in the foundation of obniltia- 

« nity k? He 1 ox, | 
When, Sir, I take in 1450 the. alle of 

God's people, as dictated by bis own infal- 


lible voice, I can no where open a- page of 


the fame, but ſome divine- interpoſition, 


ſome miraculous effect or other meets my 


eye. As I rapidly glance at its contents, 
1] obſerve, in the. firſt place, the Divinity 
keeping up a ſupernatural intercourſe with 


our firſt parents and their deſcendants. By 


viſible figns, or other means, out of the or- 


dinary courſe of nature, he ſignifies his ac- 
ceptance or diſapprobation of their ſacri- 


fices and worſhip; he tranſports one of 
them out of the world, without paſling 


through the gate of death, and warns ano- 


ther of the approaching deſtruQtion of man- 


* Ibid, 
CS: kind, 
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kind, which he enables him and his family 
to eſcape. What are the hiſtories of A- 
braham, Sara, Lot, Iſaac, Jacob, Joſeph, 
and Moſes but a-ſeries of the divine inter- 
poſition either by prodigies or revelation ? 
Nor are theſe diminiſhed but rather en- 
creaſed, in number and importance, after 
God had made known his will in a more 


diſtin and preciſe manner to his choſen 


people. All nature was ſubſervient, not 
only to their inſtruction, but alſo to their 


preſervation and comforts. The fea Jaw 


and fled, Jordan was turned backward. Pl. 
113. The ſky rained down bread upon 


them, the winds wafted them fleſh meat, the 
parched ſands of Arabia were drenched 


with water to quench their thirſt: the ſun 


itſelf ſtood ſtill, in the midſt of its courſe, 


to enable them to compleat the deftrution 
of their enemies. Tt will be ſufficient here 
to mention the names of a Sampſon, a Da- 


vid, a Solomon, an Ezechias, an Elias, an 


- Elizeus, an Onias, or: indeed of any other. 


diſtinguiſhed ſervant of God, down to the 


| miraculous birth of the precurſor of our 
. * | Lord, 


NM rot! | i 


T1 
Lord, in order to convince you that there 
was a ſucceſſion, more or leſs of the divine 
interpoſition, either by prodigies or reve- 


lation, in the church of God of old down 


to the time of Chriſt himſelf, when, as we 
learn from the ſacred text, a ſtanding mi- 
racle, unconnefted with his ſacred miffion, 
had long exiſted, namely that of the angel 


defcending and giving a healing quality to 


the probatical pond in the city Jeruſalem.“ 
With this view before my eyes of God's. 
dealings with his people of old, is it natu- 
ral for me to expect that the Almighty. 
thould withdraw his ſpecial favours from 
them, at the time when he comes to form a 


more perfect covenant and a cloſer alli- 
lance with them? Can I perſuade myfelf 


that he has never interpoſed his power in: 
behalf of his ſaints and martyrs in the new 
law, on ſimilar occaſions to thoſe which: 
called forth his miracles in favor of his an- 
cient fervants ? Yet this, Sir, is your favo- 


rite fyſtem, which you endeavour to im- 


St. John e. 5. 
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preſs upon the minds of the children of: the 
church, in your other writings, as well as 
in your late pamphlet. The zeal which you 
diſplay againſt the late reported prodigies 
is ealily accounted for: through their ſides 
you endeavour to ſtab the credit of all mi- 
raculous operations, performed ſince the 
days of the apoſtles, and the motive of this 
oppoſition to them is obviouſly diſplay- 
4 ed: you are ſenſible that your projected 
reform of alledged ſuperſtition with reſpe& 


to images, relicks, &c. can never take 
place, whilſt Catholics are perſuaded that 
God has ſanctioned the opinions and prac- 
fl tices in queſtion by acknowledged miracles. 
| But leſt ſome of your friends ſhould deny: 
the ſaft of your having advanced as far as 
I have repreſented in your oppoſition to 
miracles, 1 will bring forward a few of 
your poſitions concerning them. 
In a former work of yours, quoted be. 
low, amongſt other paſſages of the ſame 
tendency, I find the following: © Igno. 
« rance, ſuperſtition, bigotry and enthuſiaſm 
« molt clearly attended the progreſs of 
| 52 ** miraculous 
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« miraculous operations; through that 
« ſeries of years, when their appearance 
* was thought to be moſt frequent 


they have ceaſed to happen ſince the 


« clouds of ignorance: have diſperſed, aud 
« religion. has been' purified from the bafe 
ce allay of human opinions *. I will not 
now comment upon this extraordinary text, 
however irreligious and erroneous it is in 
various reſpetts, but proceed to others, ta- 
ken from your laſt production.“ The 
* energy of miraculous powers,” you tell 
us, © has long ceaſed to be a ſubje& of po- 
« pular belief +.” Hence you condemn 
the editors of a late work for attempting 


to revive that belief; which you, would 


moſt certainly not have done, had you 
admitted the exiſtence of theſe powers. 
Indeed you had in tbe preceding page ta- 


ken pains to repreſent this belief, as an arti- 


fice of the prieſthood, in order to preſerve 
their power. Again, you ſay, “ write 


* Hiſtory of Abeillard and Heloiſe, p. 185. 
+ Exam. P · 5. 
to 
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1 
to check the attempts of men who are la- 
* bouring to 1mprefs on the minds of Eng- 
* 1:ih Catholies a belief in prodigies “.“ 


Still more, you lay it down as a maxim, 
that Providence is not known: to inter- 


*« poſe miraculouſly, where, as amongſt Chri- 
© {zans, all the ordinary: means have been 
provided for inſtruction, exhortation and 
« the application of other ſpiritual helps +.” 
Hence it obviouſly follows that no mira- 
cles are now,. or eyer have been wrought 


at leaſt among / Chriſtians, becauſe they have 
the ordinary helps. You continue: We 
* have had men amongſt us and ſtill have 


them, who fancy that the integrity, if not 
« the exiſtence of their religion is connec- 
* ted with the perpetuity of miracles.... 


« Fortunately the defenders of the great 


* cauſe of our common chriſtianity I have 
long 


* Jbid. p. 30. + Ibid, p. 23. | 
| + Theſe are the late paradoxical Dr. Middleton, in- 
his Free Inquiry, and his diſciples who invented this ſyſ. 
tem as one neceſſary for the cauſe of proteſlaucy, in oppo- 
Ltion to the true church. The ſame author, pabliſhed 2 
| nealiſe, 


66 


long ago ſurrendered that point. 
« With: what the Deity has“ done, for his 
« O, work in the foundation of chriſtia- 
«© nity let us be ſatisfied T. I think, Sir, 
I need add no more to-prove that you have 
adopted, to its full extent, that ſyſtem, of 
irreligion and downright ſcepticiſm, againſt 
which ſober: proteſtant' divines, notwith4 
ſtanding its obvious conveniency, {0 decid- 
edly declared, at its firſt appearance. Ac- 
cording to your doctrine, we are to admit 
the miracles of Chriſt and his apoſtles, as 
neceſſary for the foundation of chriſtianity, 
the reſt are, what you term them, © the re- 
« ſources of human contrivance TY | 

But, Sir, if the matter be as you repre- 
ſent it, every father of the church, from the 
firſt of them to the laſt, and every eceleſi- 


treatiſe; to prove a | parallel between the religion of pagan 
aud of chriſtian Rome. | 337 

This is an inuendo that all miracles reported ip 
ſavor of images, relicks, holy water, Kc. ate what they 
are afterwards termed ** reſources of human conivance, 
in favor of ihe works of men. 


+ 12d. P. 5. 1 J. 


aſtical 
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aſtical hiſtorian and writer, down to the 


| days of Dr. Middleton, has laboured to 


propagate a ſeries of notorious falſehoods, 
during eighteen hundred years: one con- 


ſequence of which perſuaſion muſt be 4 
general ſcepticiſm with reſpe&@ to all paſt e- 


vents. The impoſture mult have been begun 
by the very diſciples of the apoſtles, ſuch 
as an Ignatius and an Iræneus, to whom. 


fucceeded a Tertullian, an Origen, a Juſtin: 
and a Cyprian, who appeabto the miracles 


that frequently took place in their re- 
ſpeQtive times, and often in their own 
ſight amongſt the faithful, ſome times in 


proof of the general cauſe of chriſtianity 


againſt infidels, ſome times as an argument 


in favor of the true church againſt berctics. 
Why need I mention the miracles aſctibed 
to ſucceeding ſaints, , many of which are re- 
corded by other ſaints, not leſs renowned 
for their ſanQity throughout the church; 
as. thoſe of a St. Gregory Thaumaturgus, 
related by St. Baſil the Great, or of a St. 
Antony written by the illuſtrious St. Atha+ 
naſius? Amongſt the hiſtorians of miracu- 
lous 


I 
lous events, in primitive times, I cannot pala 
over the name of the holy and enlightened 
biſhop of Hippo, St. Auguſtine, who almoſt 
fills a whole book * with the relation of 
miracles; performed in his own time and 


many of them in;his own dioceſe, by means 


of the relicks of St. Stephen, amongſt which | 
miracles was the raiſing to life of no leſs 
than ix dead bodies. 

With chriſtianity, you well know, paſſed 
into our ifland of ſaints the miraculous 
powers no leſs than che uſe of images, the 
effebt of which in our apoſſle St. Auguſtine 
vas ſo frequent that St. Gregory the Great 
thought'it neceſſary to caution him againſt 


the vanity that might riſe in his boſom, in 


conſequence. of the ſame. Has then our 
venerable Bede, and every one of our other 


original hiſtorians impoſed upon us, in what 
they have related concerning the ſucceſſion 
of miracles in an Auguſtine, a Birinus, a 


Cuthbert, an Oſwald, an Edward, an An- 
ſelm and an Edmund, many of whom de- 


* Lib, a Uh. Dei. © 
_clare 
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clare themſelves to have been vitneſſes of 
the facts they relate? Or have all the works 
of our ſaints and ecclefiaſtical writers, to- 
gether with thoſe of many pagan authors; 
as, for example of an Ammianus Marcelli- 
nus * been interpolated, in order to propa- 
gate a belief in miraeles long before it was 
ſuſpeted that ſuch unbluſhing ſceptics as 
Middleton and Berington, would riſe up to 
deny: fats, ſo certain and' inconteſtible ? 
You' have inſtructed us what to thi 
of che miracles of the twelfth century, 
in the irreligious ſarcaſms you paſs up- 
on the two great bulwarks of the church, 

in the ſame, St. Bernard and St. Thomas. 
The former you repreſent, ſometimes as a 
juggler, who impoſes upon others, ſomes 
times as a dupe, who is impoſed upon him- 
felf in che ſplendid miracles aſeribed to 


.* This inſidel hiftorian, the oracle of Gibbon, bears 
ample tellimony, in his hiſtory, to that aſtoniſhing mis 


racle, by which the Almighty defeated the efforts of ihe 


Jews in the ime of the Emperor F to rebuild the 
temple of a lem. 


him. 


Nis 
he 
the 


Ne 


WW 
him * The latter, whom you had under- 
taken to defend, againſt the aſperſions of 
his enemies, you treacherouſly abandon, 
aſſerting that © his cauſe wears few marks 


* of chriſtian truth : but what relates to 


the preſent purpoſe is, that you endeavour 
to deprive this cauſe of the teſtimony of 
the Almighty in its favor f by an empty 
deſcant on the alledged * ignorance of the 
« laws of nature*”” in the men of thoſe times 


and the * inaptitude of their philoſophy to 


examine witneſſes and diſcuſs facts “ as 


if the age, which nen a Bernard and 


i 


* Hiſt. of Abeil. pp 366. 36. 
+ Hiflory of the reign of Henry II. p. 240. The 


cauſe in which St. Thomas Becket ſhed his blood is vin- 


dicated as ſoou as related Four armed ruffians, without 


any kind of authority, real or pretended, attack him at 


the altar, and, with uplifted ſwords, require him to re- 

verſe an eceleſiaflieil cenſure, which he, as the proper 

judge, had pronounced. He refuſes to yield to ſuch a re- 

quilnion, and thus dies in defence of the divine tight and 

independancy of ſpiritual juriſdiction.— No wonder his 

cauſe wears few marks of truth” in the eyes of Mr. B, 
See Boſſueis Variations. L. vii, 
§ Ibid. p. 272, 


a Tho- 


126 
a Thomas and your on great man Abe. 


lard, was incapable of obſerving the diffe- 


rence between the ſtates of blindneſs and 
ſickneſs, for example, on one hand, and 
thoſe of ſeeing and perfect health on the 
other! To you, Sir, I know it will coſt 
little to deny the teſtimony of a St. Bonas 


venture, in favor of the miracles. of a St, 


Francis, or of a St. Tereſa relating thoſe of 
a St. Peter of Alcantara: not to ſpeak af 
the other innumerable favors, of a ſuper- 


natural nature conferred upon each of that 


conſtellation of illuſtrious ſaints, whom Gd 
raiſed up, in the ſame century, to ſupport 
his church, under that dreadful apoſtacy, to 
which Luther gave a beginning, among 


-which thoſe aſcribed to the apoſtle of the 


Indies were, as might be expeQed, the-moR 


numerous and the moſt ſplendid. 


At length we are come down' to our. own 
tante, when, to guard againſt the effects of 
impoſture, on one ſide, and of incredulity, 
on the other, the church has inſtituted the 
ſtridteſt juridical proceſs with reſpeQ to 
the miracles attributed to ſaints, that it was 
| © * poſhible 


= 


65 
polſible to deviſe, and when ſhe-requires 
as clear and as convincing evidenee for the 


would ſuffice in moſt countries for a capi- 
tal conviction. Vet, in ſpight of this rigid 
caution, not one of thoſe bright ſtars, with 


church, until the deſtined: number of the 
elect be compleated, not one of them, I lay 
down to the bleſſed Mary of the Incarnation, 
the brief of whoſe beatification lies before 
me, has been inſcribed in our ſacred ca- 
00 lendar, in whoſe favor not only heroteal 
on fanttity, but alſo miracles, beyond the reach 
to even of infidel criticiſm, both for-their na- 
git ture and atteſtations, have hot been thus in- 
he conteſtibly proved. All this; Sin you are 


ſacred Congregation of Rites, publiſhed to 
the univerſaþ church by the ſovereign. Pon- 
tiff, have no more veight with you, than 


ty, the 'voice of paſt ages and the teſtimony 


hcl of che holy fathers: you reprelent the 
to whole as „the reſource of human contri- 
a“ vance,” in order “to dupe mankind.” 
1 5 Ds | In 


admiſſion of every fact of this dature, as 


which God continues to adorn his militant 


apprized of, but the preſent inqueſts-of the 


28 ) 


In:conformity: with this ſyſtem you write 
as follows: About twelve years ago, Rome 
*and other parts of Europe re ſounded with 


the report of miracles, wrought by a ce- 


© lebrated beggar, who at that time died, 
% named Labre. I remember to have read 
their hiſtory, which was circulated with 
much ardour: but the Jeſuits, with or 
« without reaſon, ſuſpe ding the holy man 
* of Janſeniſm, decried his miracles, and 
* raifed another Thaumaturgus of their; 
* own ſociety, who then opportunely died 
at Toulouſe, to oppoſe the current of his 
* fame. So is mankind duped *.* But 
by whom, Sir, are they duped? 1 anſwer, by 
the unbluſhing confidence of modern phi- 
loſophers, who flick at no falſehoods 19 
wreſt from them the ſacred reſource of re- 
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Exam, p. 29. It is not improper to mention thas 


the miracles in queſſion were ſo inconteſlible, as to have 
produced che converſion of the Rev. Mr. Thayer a diſ- 


ſeming clergyman of Boſto1, who was upon the ſpot, and 
examined many of chem, with the utmoſt attention. See] 
the motives of the latter's converſion, publiſhed by Dime 
aud ſold by J. P. Ceghlan. 1 MH: . 
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gion, their only comfort-amidft the caſas 
mities of. liſe, their only hope fon that un- 
tried ſcene of being, on the verge of whiel 
they ſtand. I ſay chen it is falſeʒ : tat the 
renowned ſocieiy, which yeu have men- 
tfoned, whoſe beſt defenee and pune gyris is 
that! they are always the frſt objeQ of ar- 
tack to the infidels of the uge, it is falſe, I 
ſay, that they ever deeried that happy por 
man of Jeſus Chriſi, whom you fd in deri. 
ſion and as a purable of reprbach, Wiſdom.” o. 
5. as guilty of Janſeniſm;, or that they ſtroye 
to impede the fame of his ſanctity or mira 
cles, It ix ſtill more obvioully-falfe that 
they-raiſed up the holy fefuit of Toulouſe 
in oppoſition to him: they well knew there 
were manſions enough in heaven, both for 
Venerable Labre and for Pere Ser anne. 
It is even falſe that they ever deſcribed the 
latter as a NRaumaturgus at all, however 
eminent ſor: his fanRity,” or that they attri- 
buted any miracles to Mim. afk now, Sir, 
who it is that attempts 10 dupe mankind?” 
If your cenſure, above quoted, falls any: 


| —— it falls upon the church, Which has: 


D 3. knRicuted: 


63600 
inſtituted a regular proceſs for examining 
the miracles and virtues of happy Labre, in 
order to his beatification, and which has al- 
ready taken the firſt ſtep iowards the ſame 
by proclaiming him Vener able. 
No that I am upon this fubjeRt, I ok 
obyiate one objection, which you have rai- 
ſed againſt the fame of chis venerable pet- 
ſonage. I have been told, you ſay, that a 
late papal envoy to this country, if he be 
*«.not ſtil here, was greatly inſtrumental in 
V proving; during the proceſs of the canoni- 
© zation of Labre, that /o far from working 
4 miracles and being a ſaint, you give theſe as 
hiswords;* ke was hardly'a Catholic“. This 
anecdote, which is caleulated to confound. 
and ſcandalize the uninformed, will cauſe 
a ſmile in thoſe who! are acquainted with 
the official ſituation which that gentleman 
held at his own court, It is proper then 
to notice that in the rigid proceſs, which I 
have mentioned above, for inquiring into 
the ſanQiity.and miracles of holy perfona- 
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ges, who are propoſed to be inſerted- in che 
lacred calendar, one precaution of the holy 


See is to appoint an official aceuſer, whoſe 


buſineſs it is to anticipate every objection 
which the incredulity and ingenuity even of 
a Mr. Berington can poſſibly ſtart; which 

objedtions are allowed their full weight in 
ſtopping the proceſs, until they are clearly 
obviated. It is juſt as reaſonable to pro- 
nounce on the real opinions of a diſputapt 
in the ſchools, from the arguments which 
he may employ againſt; the propounded 
theſis, as it is to apply the above expreſ- 
fions {ſhould they be authentic, and ſhould 


not | your: .Cirevitous., information have 


miſled you) either to the merits of Vene- 
rable Labre, or to the genuine ſentiments 


of the gentleman in queſtion; once 


them. ps 
It is time, n 40: et an e Ind of tha 


preſent queſtion. concerning the. continu 


ance. of the; miraculous powers under the 
law of grace, no lefs than under the writ- 
ten law of nature. If you are not con- 


vinced on this head by the dodrine and 


practice 


. 


the cleateſt teſtimonies of 'the vritten word 
of God, Yow wilt find then that” a more 
abundant fuſion of God's ſpirit, in fine 
and wonders than had heretofore exiſted 
was ſoretold of theſe latter days by che 
prophet Joel, and interpreted in this very 
ſenſe, by St Peter, Acts ii 26. Lou will 
find jeſus Chriſt himſelf unequivocally 
promiſing the ſame, as the fruit of our uiii 
and not the caufe of it; Theſe figns, ſays he, 
Hall follow them that believe: in my name 
. they. ſhall-caft out de vils, they fall ſpeak with 
new: tongues : they ſhall take up ſerpents : and 
of the ſhall drink any deadly thing, it Mall not 
hurt them : they ſhall lay thetr' hands upon the 
fick and they ſhall recover. St. Mark c. 16. 
v. 17. Again, Verify verihj I ſay unto yon, 
he that believe in me, the works that T do, 
ſhall e do alſo, and greater works than theſe 
ſhall he do. St. John c. 14. v. 12. To the 
obje dtions of the infide} on the ſcore: of 
theſe promiſes, the Catholic. confidently. 
and truly anſwers, that Chriſt has fulfilled: 
them in favor of his faithful, by the nume 
2 FE FOUS- 
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rous and unqueſtionable miracles which: 
have taken place during every äge, in the: 
true church ſince its foundation. But what: 
anſwer can you, Sir, and Dr. Middleton 
make to the ſame? * -/ n . 

But it would be an injuſtice to the chile; 
which. I have undertaken, to omit ſtating) 
that the continuation of miracles in the- 
true church, is not only a point, which is, 


taught by all her holy fathers, recorded by. 


all her moſt enlightened hiftorians “ and; 
believed by all her children, in every age 
and in every country, but alſo that the 
ſame is one of her diſtinguiſhing preroga- 
tives, one of the marks, by which ſhe is 
known from other ſocieties, who are not 
like her under the protection of the God of 
heaven, Pſ. go. This charaQeriſtic, or mark 
of the true church, is not only aſſigned by 
our our moſt eminent divines and contro- 
vertiſts of the preſent Gay, ſuck as Bellar- 


„Such as Euſebius, Theodoret, Soc, Zero 
men, an. &e. 


4 1 
mine, 
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mine *, Howarden , Manning , Walton d 


and Hook ||, but alſo by the holy fathers, in 
their diſputes with the hereticks of their re- 
ſpective times, particularly by St. Ireneus 1 


and St. Auguſtine “ “. And why is it, Sir, 
that you are defirous of ſtripping the church 
of this her glorious prerogative, and de- 
priving our wandering brethren of this eaſy 
clue to guide them to her. Dr. Middleton 
who firſt ſet up this new and ſceptical ly 


tem, bas let us into the ſecret of it: *By | 


** granting them,” (the Catholics) fays he, 
© a/fingle age of miracles, after the time of 
e apoſtles, we ſhall be intangled in 2 
« ſeries of difiecltcs, whence we can never 
* fairly” extricate- ourſelves, till we allow 
the ſame powers alſo to the prefent age II 
Again he tells us. 2 Thoſe eminent divines 
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20 ( Dr Waterland and Dr. Chapman) ſeem 
« unwarily to have betrayed the proteſtant 
« cauſe, by transferring the miraculous 
powers of the church, the pretended en- 
« ſigns of truth and orthodoxy, into the 
hands of its enemies , ... for it was in 
* theſe very primitive ages, in which, the 
chief corruptions of popery were intro- 


« duced... . the uſe of pictures, images, 


« relicks, &c. * Will any perſon, after 
this doubt What ſchool you have been ſtu- 
dying in, or why you are defirous of cloſ. 
ing with the « defenders of our common 

„ chriſtianity” who have " fortunately | ſur- 


"rendered this point”? of the continuance 


of miracles, and are, 40 ſatisfied with what 
= God has done for his. own work in the. 
4 foundation of chriſtianity pr | 


+ p ' 0 


* Ibid, Introduct. After the 8 of the 
* Roman empire, ſays he, we ſhall find the great- 
s eſt part of their boaſted miracles to have been 
* wrought either by monks, or relicks, or by the ſign 
„ of the croſs, or conſecrated oil: wherefore if we 
«« admit the miracles, we muſt neceſſarily admit the 
** rjtes for the ſake of which they were wrought, they 


* both re on the ſame bottom,” 


ICT. 
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In denying the acceſſion of miracles 


you have * ſurrendered a point,” and that 


one of the ſtrong buttreſſes of the catholic 
cauſe: but in the criteria and the evidence 


of miracles which you have attempted to 


ſubſtitute for thoſe hitherto received you 
have equally undermined the “ ſure baſis 


% of our common chriſtianity. oy 
You will plcaſe to obſerve then, that I 
am far from being the advocate of the i in- 


numerable crude ſtories, which are reported 


as miraculous, or which have been recorded 
as ſuch by a eee de Vitriaco, or a Vincen- 
tius Belluacenſio *, 1 am aware that the 


exiſtence of real fats mult ever give riſe to 
fiction, real miracles to the deluſion of im- 
poſture and credulity 1. Hence I admit it 


* The former author of the TOTP Aurea. The 
latter of the Speculum Hifloriale. 

+ This reminds me to notice the argument which 
Mr. B. draws againſt miracles in general from the jan- 
90 GN performed at the tomb of Abbe 

Paris. 
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6 
to be a commendable quality in Chriſtians 
at large, and one eſſentially neceſſary in 
the: paſtors of the church, to entertain a 
ſuſpicious jealouſy with reſpe& to all re- 
ported prodigies, and not to admit them, 
much leſs to publiſh them, without ſufficient 


Paris. For even Janſeniſts have, in their turn, pretend - 
ed to miracles, To this effect, they collected aſſem- 
blages of ſtone- eaters and fire- eaters, and fool-hardy 
wretches, who ſubmitted to be trampled upon, or to 
have pins and needles thruſt into their fleſh, in atteſta- 
tion that Abbe Paris was a ſaint, who enabled them to | 
endure all this, without flinching. The moſt common 
prodigy however of all, was that, which is exhibited ſo 
often in our ſtreets, no leſs than in private houſes, fora 
proper conſideration ; I mean convulſion fits and the 
magnetic. criſis. Is ſuch the character of the miracles 
proved in the Sacred Congregation, at the canoniza- 
tion of ſaints ?—With reſpect to the cure of real diſor- 
ders,we have ſufficient evidence of the death of perſons, 
occaſioned by ſwallowing the dirt of the Abbd's ſepul- 
chre, amongſt the reſt was the Duke of Anjou, but none, 
by unexceptionable witneſſes, of the formerſhaving been 
performed. Do the enchantments of Pharaoh's magi-' 
cians deſtroy the credit of the miracles of Moſes? | 
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evidence of their authenticity“: to prevent, 
as much as in them lies, the genuine ope- 
rations of the divine power from being in- 
volved in the diſgrace of human impoſ- 
ture. I know allo that this principle is 
carried ſo far, in the regular tribunal of the 
church, that out of forty miracles reported 
& even proved, to the ſatisfaction of a can- 
did individual, not more than one, upon an 
average, is publiſhed to the faithful, & that 
many other prodigies and revelations, of a 
private nature, which happen in various 
parts of the church, are ca utiouſly ſuppreſ- 
ſed by its paſtors, to prevent the blaſphem. 
ous ſarcaſms of the irreligious. In a word, 
Sir, we are agreed that there are certain 
criteria or marks for judging of the credit 
due to reported miracles, or, as you expreſs 
it, in language, not the moſt elegant and 
perſpicuous that your claſſical taſte might 
have ſelected: Though it belongs not 0 


ic man to meaſure the times or the occa. 


* The Church, in her laſt general council, has en- 


joined this., Trid. Seh. 25. De Invoc. Cc. 


« ſions, 
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« ſione, when it ſhall be proper for the dip 


vine agency 10 att: but by referring. to 


« the miracles. of the goſpel” (and, Lhope 
« likewiſe of the old ſcripture) © and of the 
« « apoſtolic ages he has a clue given to form 
« ſome judgment “.“ I am not, Sir, going 
to write a treatiſe upon, miracles. Men in- 
finitely beiter qualified for chis taſk than 


eicher you or myſelf have given mankind 


every information poſſible on this ſubjeQ, 
eſpecially, the late learned Pomiff Bene- 
dia X1V x. All. that. ſhall attempt is, to 
confute what you have written upon ihis 
ſubzeQ, and to ſhew (admitting. the. very 
clue you point out) into what labyrinths of 
error and impiety the unſulpebting travel- 
ler would be condudled by, rie. you 
for his guide. „ 

The firſt of your rules, which 1 ſhall 
notice is this: in the govern fo t of the 
moral world, providence is not known 
*to interpoſe miraculouſly, where, as a- 


« mongh a chriſtian prople, all the ordina- | 
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1 ry means have been provided for inſtruc. 
« tion, exhortation and the application of 
* other ſpiritual remedies *.. The falfity 


of this rule has already been demonſtrated 
by the ſucceſſion of miracles, which provi. 


dence has been proved actually to have 


perſormed amongſt Chriſtians, in every 
age ſince chriſtianity was firſt promulgated, 
And with reſpett to the princlple itſelf, on 
which the preſent rule is grounded, we ob- 
ſerve, on recurring to the ſcripture mira. 
cles, that not only inſtruftion and exhorta- 
tion have been the objects of the ſame, but 
a variety of other ends, as the ſupport com- 
fort or illufiration of God's ſervants +, the 
preſent puniſhment of bis enemies, or the 
removal of thoſe ſenſible or inſenſible ob. 
ſtacles, which have oppoſed the execution 
of his bigh decrees. Let it fuffice here to 
allude to the ravens s-Which fed Elias 3 in n the 
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$i Vera miracuta non ſemper "7A ad confirmn. 
« dam fidem, ſed interdum ad illuſt randam ſanctorum 
„vitam.“ Bellarmin, tom. 2. c. 14. 
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6 N | 
deſert, the flames; which devoured bis ene - 
mies, the chariot that tranſporied him from 


the midſt of mortals, the unwholeſome wa- 


ters and poiſonous pottage rendered ipnoxis 
ous: by the inhexitor of his ſpirit, the myſ- 
tery of the transfiguration and innumera- 
ble other incidents recorded iin ſacred writ, 
which very much reſemble. what you im- 
piouſly term the wild tales that fill the 
* legends of the ſaints *,“ and which were | 
neither neceſſary nor primarily intended 


for the: inflruQion, or. exhortation of man- 


kind, but ut for a variety of other obyious 
cauſes, Whois the preſumptugus mortal 
that dares. 10 hold this language to, his Cre- 
ator: thou canſt not interpoſe miraculouſly 
in the government of the moral world, unleſs 
it be to inſtrudt or to exhort me 9 of) wan 

We may argue in a ſimilar manner, with 
reſpelt to a ſecond criterion of miracles, 
which you eſtabliſh, where — 9 that, 
" nothing undefined, in its. objet, can in- 
« troduce 2 ſuſpenſion in the eſtabliſhed 
* laws of naturef. a: It muſt be awned that 

En- o Oo 

A 15 "the 


(a). 
the ſenſe of this paſſage is very undefined, 
bur if any meaning at all ext be extradted 
from it, we are to und erſtand, chat the Al. 
mighty: cannot werk a mirache, ubleſ ve 
can poſitively pronounce on the final cauſe; 
for which he works it; (for of whe hidden 
motives of che Deity we can form no judg- 
ment, and of courſe they eannot conſlitute 
any kind of criterion or mark in wür re: 
gard). - To demonſtrate the fallacy of this 
rule, it will be ſufficient to remit you 10 
what your learned adverſary; four years 
. ag, objefted'to you on this head, to whoſe 
| maſterly reprehenfion you have never yet 
been wie to mma bod other Tr; except 


$3 3 


your choſen Friel, heard from your: tips 
with aſtoniſhment, that lie had not-taken all 
the + advantages of your errors, which he might 
have taken, and that you could have af ea. 
trated muck more faulty paſſages from your 
writings, than thoſe whach he denounced to your 


| By uhopt.. You will recolleft then, chat be 


nin 
” eee the writings of Fi Rev. Joſeph Be: 


rington. 
+ See Remarks on Membin of Greg: F., p· 
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reminds you of the permiſſion which our 
bleſſed Saviour gave to a legion of wicked 
{pirits to take poſfeſſion of the bodies of a 
great heid of ſwine® : The fact all chriſ. 
tians muſt admit, but to define the object 
of the ſame, with any degree of certainty, 
has eladed the ingenuity and learning of 
the moſt eminent interpreters and holy fa- 
chers. To this inſtance of a ſupernatural 
fact, without a defined object, may be ad- 
ded that reeorded .in ſacred writ of the ap- 
pearance of armed men being ſeen in the 
air above Jeruſalem fighting. The ſpec- 
tators were ſo littfe acquainted with the 
preciſe objett of ihis mirauelous phænome⸗- 


non, that they pray ed it might „ 


proſperity to them. 4 
A third touchſtone of ee which 
you produce; is that * nothing mean, ludi- 
« crous or unworthy the ruteriof*the- uni- 
« verſe can be the ſubje& of a divine inter- 


*' poſition?;” This, Sir, indeed would be 


a en for Judging of es is een 


* 8. reg e, g. 
2 Maccab, c. 5. 4 Pages 5. 6. 
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(4) 
if we; were but poſſeſſed of another rule for 


Judging. of what is mean and ridiculoug 
How many things, for example, which you 
have derided as ridiculous, or condemned 
as mean and unworthy of the Deity, are 
viewed with, awe and retained with devo, 
lion by genuine catholics ? . 1 fancy, upon 
re collection, you will be, for retratting this 
rule. For tell me, Sir, had you been pre, 
ſene when the. prophet, advancing; into the 


midſt of the people, cut off his hair, and 
weighing it into three equal parts burnt one 
part; chopped another into pieces, and ſcat- 


texed the third in the wind, declaring, that 


he did ſo in conſequence of a divine rever 
lation“, would not you, according to your 


rule juſt mentioned, have denied. his, mil. 
ſion, and declared, that ſuch actions were 
ridiculous and unworthy to be the ſubje& 
of a ſupernatural, revelation 2? In like ma n- 
ner, Sir, had it been recorded of any ſaint 


in the calendar that be had performed a mi- 


racle in multiplying frogs, or in producing 


ſwarms of licef, to puniſh an impious 


. 8 8 4 2 4:8 15 5 2 : . 
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people, 1 „enn ahtdrss? wy echt 
from the language you have already held, 
that you would'cry out blaſphemy againſt 
thoſe who could aſſert that omnipotence had 
been diſplayed in ſo mean and ludicrous a 
manner. If, Sir, you had ſtudied philoſo- 
phy to a better purpoſe, you would have 
diſcovered the congruity of the Almighty's 
accommodating his ſpeaking ſigns and won- 
ders to the conceptions and manners of 
theſe whom he addreſſes. And had you 
not totally forgotten your theology you 
would bave known that God chooſes the 
fooliſh things of 1 the world to confound the 
wiſe . . and the boſe things of the world and 
the contemplidle . . : « « that No Fe ſhould glory 
in his fight. 1 Cor. c. 1 27. For my 
part, 1 do not affirm that withered lilies in 
Jtaly have budded by a divine interpofi- 
tion, but * cannot Tee that luch an efſett 
is leſs worthy 'the divine interpoſition 
than the ſuper-natural withering of 4 
gourd which we before A. > in full leaf “ 5. 
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anima motion to holy images, but I can 
ſee nothing more ridiculous in ſuch; an ef- 
fe&, than in his having given a ſimilar kind 
of movement to idolatrous ſtatues in the 
preſence of the ark, which was itſelf no 
more than a ſacred emblem“. | 7 

You have yet one more criterion for 
judging of prodigies, and this furniſhes you 
with your chief and victorious argument, 
as you exultingly deſcribe it, for rejefing 
thoſe reported from Italy. 5 The God of 
. truth,” you ſay, © can not teach nor a- 
« het errort;” the fafts in queſtion « tend 


* to deteriorate the ſpecies, to ſtrengthen 


25 « ſuperſlition, and to alienate the mind 
from juſt notions of religion? > —But 
what is the error and the ſuperſtition in 
queſtion, which any miracles performed by 
piQtures « or Ratues 3 is calculated to ſtrength- 
en? As far as it is poſſible to form a Jjudg- 
ment | from the whole of what you allert in 
the preſent and in your preceding works, 
i appears that you are deſirous of banitbles 


entirely the uſe and veneration of holy 


EAR Kings. c. 5, | T Þ; 27. . 1 : 
8 | | picture 
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pictures and ſtatues, as furniſhing a certain 


and inevitable ſource of ſuperſtition, to the 


populace, that is, to the great bulk of chri- 


L ftians. For in attempting to prove the al- 


ledged © prevalence of the evil®” viz. the 
ſuperſtition in queſtion, which you tell us 
« js widely ſpread through the churches of 
« Italy“ you deſcribe * the populace” in 
«* the ſtreets of Rome and in the cathedral 
« of Ancona as railing their eyes to their 
« j mages with a veneration as ſuperſtitious 
« as did the Epheſians to the ſtatues of 


| © their Dianaf.” But why this ſqueamiſh-' 
W neſs Mr. Berington? Why you do call that 


ſuperſtition, which you endeavour to prove is 
idolatry 2 For ſuch inconteſtably was the 
veneration paid to Diana. Why do you 
heſitate to ſpeak out the whole doftrine of 
your Maſter Middleton, who has written a 
book & to prove that the religion of Pagan 
Rome has been changed only in form and 
not in ſubſtance, and that the inhabitants of 


| * P. = | | ＋ P. 245 I P. 26. 
Letter from Rome, 
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it are as much idolaters at the preſent day 


as ever they were? But no: this is not the 
occaſion roundly to aſſert a propoſition ſo 


alarming: you ſatisfy yourſelf with eſta- 


bliſhing the premiſes, and leave the reader 


to. draw the concluſion; which however 
follows as clearly from them as in the beſt 


formed ſyllogiſm that ever I heard from 
the benches of the logicians. There are 
other inuendo's of the ſame meaning in 
thepamphlet before me, as where you ſpeak 


of the ſtatues, as living intelligent perſona- 
ges in the moſt ſarcaſtical and irreligious, 


ſtrain. For example you ſay: How na- 
* tural was it, when our Lady of Ancona 
* had moved her eyes, that ſome lady of 


« the Roman capital ſhould follow her ex- 
*« ample*. In the following ſentence, al- 


ſo, with equal ſarcaſm, you deſcribe the pic- 


tures as the agents, not as the objects of the 


prodigies, where you ſpeak of them, (in 
italics) as imitating, and, in another place, 
as taking the lead of each other: vhilſt the 
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people are repreſented as praying to the, 
picture itſelf of the bleſſed Virgin before, 
them: ſuch at leaſt is the idea which the 
paſſage furniſhes, in conjunction with the 
reſt of the context. Qn other occaſions, 
Sir, you have declared your ſentiments 
with leſs artifice, againſt the. uſe and vene-, 
ration of holy i Images in general. Thus, for 
example, you laugh "| "ep as unworthy the 
„ ſervice of our Maker the nitching of 
« Mawmets * in churches. f Inlike man- 
ner you compare the veneration paid by 


chriſtians. to holy ſtatues, with that of the 


Pagans to their idols} T. and pronounce that 
« a nation of philoſophers or (even) of cool 
te chriſtians would ere& no breathing ſta- 
* tuesh.“ Finally where you ſpeak, (as I 
am convinced that it is you. who ſpeak) 
without conſtraint, becauſe anonymouſly, 


you confidently exclaim; _ * 1 would 


be 4 . 4 \Pugper ancient an Ta Johns 
fon's DiRionary. 

Reflections to Hawkins, p. 74 

7 Hiſtory of Henry 1 We | 
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N become an Iconoclaſt to promote the 
« worſhip of the living God#.,” 

That images may be an occaſion of ſu. 
perſtition to ſome individuals in Italy, 46 
well as elſewhere is very poſſible, but I 
maintain that there is neither proof nor pro. 


| bability of their being oftener ſo in that 


than in other parts of the church, as Spain, 
Portugal, the Eaſt and the Low Countries, 
much leſs of ſuch alledged danger being 
greater now than at the time of the 
ſecond Nicene Council and of the Coun. 


cil of Trent, both of which, with full 


knowledge of the cauſe, in deſpight of the 
cool chriſtianity of philoſophic innovators, 
decide © that the images of Chriſt, the 
te blefſed Virgin Mother of God and of 
« the other ſaints are to be kept and re- 
« tained, particularly in the churches, and 
* that due honor and veneration is to be 


« paid to them: not that any divinity orf 


virtue is believed to be in them, for which 


* 0 onſiderations addreſſed to the French B Ae. aud 


Clergy new reſiding in England. 1796. 
* 05 
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their flocks, as it is by other paſtors, a and 


( 6? } 
© they are to be honored, or that any thing 
er is to be alked of them, or that any confi- 
« dence is to be placed in them, as the 

* Gentiles did of old with reſpett to their 
« jdols*.”” This, Sir, is the identical cates 
chiſm, taught by the paſtors of Italy to 


ever has been, throughout. the Whole uni- | 
verſal church. But you, in the face of a 
Proteſtant public, who make this very plea 
the main ground of their reſuſing to enter 
into our communion, - miſrepreſent - the 
Church, even in her head-quarters of Italy 
and Rome, as ſo infected with ſuperſtition, 
or rather idolatry, that it is impoſſible for 
the Almighty to wake images the ſubjett of 
bis miraculous operations, hecauſe this 
would lead to a *© concluſion that the peo- 
* ple's former notions about them and their 
* miraculous powers were conſiſtent with 
«the genuine tenets of chriſtian faiihf.“ 


* Coneil. Trid. Seſſ. 25, 
+ P. 27. 
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I now call upon you, in the face of the 
Public, to enter with me into a diſcuſſion of 
the grounds on which you have brought ſo 
revoltingand fo ſcandalous acharge againſt 
one of the greateſt as well as moſt iHuſtrious 
portions of the church; and which is ſeen 


equally to apply to each other portion of it, 


in every realm and in every age: a charge, 
which, if it is admitted, certainly calls for 
the utter deftrution of yy _ ang 
ſtatues. | 

To prove how © widely ſpread we fa 
« perftition (in queſtion) is through the 


A churches of Italy“ you ſay; I quote 


So not the authority of modern travellers, 
«but I quote the learned and temperate 
« Muratort?” But you do not tell us a word 


of what he ſays, except that © notoriousſin- 


ners and highway aſſaſſins have been ſeen 
* to light up tapers before ſome holy image, 
« of to carry about with them the relics of 
« ſaints*.” How this quotation militates, 
or how it 1s intended to militate I am un- 
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ne able to judge? Are we to conclude: that 
the practices in queſtion, are ſuperſtitious 
(Min themſelves, or ſuperſtitiouſly intended, 
(4 {becauſe they are adopted by bad men? 
us But: * ſo late” you ſay, as the year 
« 1787 the Biſhops of the Dukedom of Tuſ- 
* cany diſcuſſed the abuſes of image worſhip, 
* the exiſtence of which was denied by 
none, and projected means for their ſup- 
4 preſſion .. . but the efforts of theſe en- 
F ligbtened men did not compleatly ſuc- 
« ceed. They were oppoſed by a party 
T intereſtedin the perpetuation of abuſes*,” 
en what theſe alledged abuſes conſiſted, 
{how widely they were ſpread, who their en- 
lightened oppoſers, or their intereſted abet- 
tors were, you do not think proper to in- 
form us. However a work of the preſent 
Pontiff, publiſhed within theſe two yearsf, 
gives us all neceſſary information on theſe 
points. From this we learn that the Janſe- 


iſtical faction, which overturned. religion 


WM . 26s 
4 Smi. D. D. Pii VI. Damaatio Synodi.Piſtoignſis... 
F & unden 


4 34). 


eder the late Emperor Joſeph i in Lom 
bardy, Germany and the Low Countties, 
upon the pretehee of tefotming it, about 
the date you aſſign, preſumed to bold a 
fchiſmatical Conciliabulum at Pifſtoja in 
Tufcany, under the directions of the unfor-| 
wnate Ricci, Biſhop of the fame place, 
where, amongſt other feligious opinions 
and practices, approved of by the church, 
they undertook to caſhier or alter ſeveral 
_ that related to images“. The public has 
the work before them, which has lately 
been re- publiſhed for their uſe, a work 
which your above mentioned anonymous 
eſſay, as might be expekled, loudly com- 
plafns of. T In faQitis an anticipated con- 
demnation of your o projedted reform, 
which is evidently borrowed from the de- 
crees of Piſtoja. 


You have one more argument o prove 
© the prevalence of the evil“ in queſtion, 


* See 1n the above work, the Propoſitions &. 70, 
71.72, 
+ See the above quoted Confideratios, p. 66. 
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« Their devotion”, you fay (iat of the peo. 
ple of Ancona) « we may be allowed to 
« think was a ſuperſtitions + veneration ; which: 


« js confirmed by what is added, that they 


« firſt repaired to the Cardinal Biſhop to 
4 demand the opening of a coffin, which 
* contained the body of a favorite ſaint“.“ 


All, Sir, that can be collected from this 
paſſage is, that you are unſound in your be- 
lief, with Teſpe& io Relics, no leſs than you 
are with reſpe& to holy images. The 
Church declares that“ the holy bodies of 
* the martyrs and of others, who live with 
« Chriſt. ... are to be venerated by the 
„faithful, and that through them many 
„benefits are conferred by God upon 
* ment.” The people of Ancona confined 
their praftice within the bounds of this 
doctrine. They were terrified with an 


alarm of a general maſſacre about to en- 


ſue and betaking themſelves to God in 
prayer, they were deſirous of availipg 


„ 
} Concil, Trid. Seſſ. 25. | 
themſelves 


| themſelves of the interceſſion of a holy 
biſhop of their city, the feſtival of whole | 


, beatification (on which occaſion miracles 
muſt have been proved) they had celebrat- 
ed not many weeks before-hand, and they. 
very naturally and piouſly paid that vene ra- 
tion to the ſtanding miracle of his uncor- 
rupted body which the church authorizes 
and commends. But this you pronounce to. 
be ſuperſtition; a cenſure, that falls upon 
the church herſelf, which. bas always in- 


culcated a belief that the relicks of ſaints Þ 
| have been the inſtruments in the hands of 


God of the moſt ſplendid miracles. The 


cenſure even falls upon the ſacred ſerip- 
tures, which inform us that a dead and 
mangled body was reftored to life by being 


made to touch the relicks of a holy pro- 
phet*. © In cool expoſtulation let me aſk” 
in my turn: Have you proved your charge 
of ſuperſtition and idolatry againſl the peo- 
ple and the churches of Italy? 


1 Kings, c. 13. | 
| . III. 9. 
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Had you, Sir, is a 6 | 
the Miraculous Events reported from Italy; 
contented yourſelf - with impeaching the 
credit due to the reporters of them: had 
you objefted to their perſonal lenſes, their 
diſcernment, their number, c. had you 
adduced either poſitive or negative argu- 
ments againſt their individual teſtimony, in 


Iiereſted as I particularly, am for the eredit 


of one honeſt, and intelligent wan amongſt | 
them, I ſhould not probably have called 
you to the preſent ſerious reckoning, but 
ſhould have left you 10 the pen of your fe-. 
male oppopent. But you have conduged © 
your examination upon ſuch. infidel prin- 
ciples, as not only to weaken but abſolutely 
to deliroy the credit ef the ſcripture prodi- 
gies. In a word you deny the evidence of 
the ſenſes, with reſpett to miracles at large, 
You ſuppoſe that 160,000 people (for 50 
take the accounts as they are delivered in 
the publiſhed letters) might have been de- 

ceived 
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_ ceived for rwelve days and nights together, 


in ſuppoſing they -beheld animal motion, 
where no ſuch motion exiſted. This is not 


a new ſyitem. It was upon the \ If-ſame 


ground'that you chiefly reſted your attempts 
to reduce the miracles of St. Bernard and 
St. Thomas to the rank of delufions. In 
a word you invert the eſtabliſhed order of 
ſound realon and of the Catholic church, 
injudging of the reality of the prodigy by 
the. dodirine which it atteſts, inſtead of 


judging of the doctrine by the prodigy: 


You carry this preſumptuous ſcepticiſm ſo 
far as to proteſt, in the following outrage- 
ous ſtrain: © Had I been at Ancona or at 


Rome, when the reported prodigies were 


* performed, and all my ſenſes, with the 


*<cleareſt evidence, had atteſted their reality, 
I ͤmuſt have rejeted it, or ſubſcribed 10 
* blaſphemy*®.”* On the fame fatal prin- 
ciple have our miſguided brethren of the 


Reformation been deaf to the voice of God, 
which has ſo often atteſted the truth of ous 


. P, 27. | 2 
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er, tenets and practices by inconteſtible mira- 


n, cles. In vain do we call their attention to 
ot cheſe divine teſtimonies : their anſwer is 
ne the fame with yours: We muſt reject your 
miracles, they ſay, or ſubſcribe to the ſuper 
itions atteſted by them. On the ſame falſe 
principle the Jews rejefted the miracles 
of vrought by our bleſſed Saviour, on many 
bMoccafions, but particularly in their exami- 
by nation of the man born blind“. “ We know”? 
ol ſaid they, © that God ſpoke to Moſes;“ of 
y. courſe we cannot admit of- the miracles which 
ſo tend to abrogate his law. The ſame is the 
e- principle and almoſt the ſame, you well 


ai know, Sir, is the very language of modern 


rel Deiſts and infidels, in rejeding the whole 
hel colleQion of ſupernatural events recorded 
% in che goſpel. Though 1 were to ſee, ſays a 
tofl Rouſſeau, as alſo a Diderot, à Lazarus rai- 
5. {ed from the dead in atteſtation of your. unin- 


hel telligible myſteries of chriſtianity, it would pro- 


duce no change in my ſentiments: becauſe my 
ſenſes may decerve me, but my reaſon cannot 


St. John, e. 9. 


els deceive 


65 


deceive me. I will: not put arguments into. 


the. mouths of infidels, but I defy you to 


ſay any thing, in the ſuppoſed caſe, either 


on the ſcore of optical deluſions, of the 
ignorance or enthuſiaſm of the witneſſes, 


which the Deiſt and the ew will not ap- 


ply, with as much plauſibility, to the glori-' 


ous miracle of the goſpel. mentioned above. 
The chief difference will be, between your- 
felf and the deluded Deiſt or Jew, that 
they will argue in conformity with their 
reſpeQive ſyſlems. whilſt you act in oppo- 
fition to yours, according to which the 
church alone definitively pronqunces what 
is and is not ſuperſtitious, no leſs than what 
is and 1 is not religiaus. 
Vou have yet one ſophiſm in * for 
Ste? the evidence of the fenſes with 
reſpett to miracles: ** Are the witpeſſes,” 
you ſay, ignorant of a great occaſion, 
e when by the tenets of their ſaith they 
« profeſs not to believe the teſtimony of 
their ſenſes ??” No, Sir, they are. Dot ig 
norant of that occaſion But in this in- 


ſtance they ſacrifice the teltimony of their 
£451 ſlenſes 


equ 


leaſ 
Wit] 


OE 

ſenſes to the Divine veracity, ſpeaking to 
them by his unerring choprch, which church 
was chiefly founded on ſenſible miracles. 
Whereas in the caſe ſuppoſed' i in your pam- 
phlet, namely that their own ſenſes, and 
moſe of a hundred thoufand other witneſſes; 
hould permanently atteſt the exiſtence of a 
miracle, performed by the inftromentality 
of a holy 1 image, ſhould they difbelieve their 
ſenſes, as you require them to do, on the 
ground that the Almighty cannot make an 
image the obje& of his ſupernatural power, 
they would have -no better ground to 80 


5 upon than the unwarranted and erroneous 

opinions of Mr. Berington concerning the 
ſuperſtitious effects of boly 1 images i in gene- 

: ral, and the prevalence of idolatry i in the 

h capital of the miller. wu > | 

. i off e IV. oy 
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1 

, : The danger, of . and idolatry wad. 

f reſpect to the abuſe of holy images, muſt have been 


equal or nearly equal amidft.the great body of Chriſti 
„us at all times: the ſame alſo. muſt have exiſted at 
Least in the ſame degree, amidſt God's people of old, 
wich reſpect to me ark of the corenant, the rod of 


g e 8 | 1 


1 


iu. f. 


Having, Sir, finiſhed my review of your 
pamphlet concerning miracles, I am indu- 
ced to caſt my, eyes back, on the preceding 
produQions of your prolific pen. Had the 
irreligious performance in queſtion been 
your firſt, or were there a proſpe that it 
would be your laſt attack on the diſcipline 


and tenets of your mother church, I ſhould 


not probably have called the public atten- 
tion to the dangerous principles which it 


Aaron, &c. : yet the moſt authentic pages of eccleſi- 


aſtical hiſtory inform us oſ many indubitable prodigies 
performed in favor of the former, no leſs than the 
| ſcripture does of the aſtoniſhing miracles of which the 


latter were the inſtruments. On the preſent occaſion 1 
J ſhall only refer to the celebrated Euſebius, who in his 
Hiſtory, lib. 7. tells us that the woman cured by our 
Lord of a bloody flux, upon her return to her own city, 
cauſed a ſtatue of him to be erected, from the pedeſtal 


of which a certain herb grew, which cured various dif: 


tempets. This biftory, which bears ſome reſemblance 
with one which Mr. Berington has ridiculed, proves, at 
leaſt, the entiments of the eros: in the fourth age 
of tte church. 


involves; 


16 
involves; but your „ progreſs,” as you 
rightly term it, has been unifarm and unins 
terrupied, © fince abuut twemy years ago 
* that you, commenced author“: but it 


has been a progreſs. in the by-paths of er- 


ror! Even now your fertile imagination is 
taken up with freſh machinations againſt the 
peace of the church, in this day of her ex- 
treme affliction and humiliation: + It were 
natural to fancy: from your condutt that, 
inſtead of cheriſhing you, as a favorite ſlon, 
and ſuffering your irregularities, - with an 
almoſt unprecedented patience, ſhe. had 
like an unnatural ſtep- mother, ſoughi your 
utter ruin. Let me recollett ; how many 
new works, in the ſame ſtyle with the for- 
mer, as their titles and: deſcription prove, 
have you given the public notice to expeſt 


from you? There is, iſt, your aforeſaid 


© Progreſs (in irreligion) fince about twenty 

ears that you commenced 'author ;** 2dly, 

A work in defence of the oath of ſupre- 
Memoirs of Panzani, Pref. p. xxx. 
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8 of 'the Riſe, the Progreſs. and the Decline of 
the Papal. Power, to conſiſt, at leaſt, of five 


the prieſthood being founded on opinion, 
ſupported by falſe prodigies, &c. 1 Ia iff 


Jucceſsful, for effecting a revolution inthe 


(79) 


aach, in which you undertake * 6 
« diffipate the whole chatm of prejudice, 
Which cauſes our biſhops to condemm it Mea 


{Ct 


and has cauſed hundreds of martyrs to re. ia 


ſuſe it, when they "might have purchaſed 
thei lives by ſo doing: 3dly, ©* 4 Hiſtory 


volumes in quarto,” now advertiſed; a fe. 
cond time in your late pamphlet, which allo 
appears to give a profpettus of it, in you! 
*© general truths,” concerning the power ol 


word, Sir, I have long ſtudied your writ. ( 
ings and your condutt, and I have obſen i 
ved in them both, a regular combined plan I 
which atdifferent times has been more or lei 

t 


government, the diſcipline: and the faith of 
our church, on the ſelf ſame plan, on which 


| 

41 hay, within theſe few.years, been alle mp. | 
8 N 

* Memoirs, &c, p. . 1 0 a | | 

+ bia. Pref, p. xix.— Examination, | 


„ as ted 


ted in Tuſcany, in ai in Germany; 
in Brabant, and in France itſelf, during the 
__ part of the preſent antichriſtian apoſ- 
tacy . Hence I have no difficulty in pro- 
nouncing that Beringtonianiſm is not more a 
phantom than is its parent Janſeni n. Hhalt» 
produce proots, alas! too numerous and too 
pregnant, in the following pages, of the truth” 
of this aſſertion. In the mean time, to thoſe 
uninformed Catholies, who may be ſtartled 
at the declaration that, not à bare diſſe- 

rence of opinion, upon one or to eontro- 
vertible points, but abſolutely different re- 
| igious ſyſtems prevail amongſt men, whom. 
they have confidered as forming one body, 
it may be proper to obſerve, that it is the 
Rev. Joſeph Berington, who has. firſt pub 
liſhed this truth to the world,: for baving 
been called to an account by an author of 


X \ 
E The late 3 in the 3 of France was. 


begun by Camus, Trehilard and other Janſeniſts, ho. 
deviſed, what was called, The Civil: Confluntion of the 
French Clergy, It will be remembered how carneſtly 
we were called upon, at its firſt appearance, to copy the 
fame; as the neceſſary mode of reforming alledged 
abuſes and of conforming to primitive diſcipline. 


SS approved! 
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| have done to the ſouls of many I: be thus 


4 1 Asses, an the quritings 72 the Rev. 7 ph Beri * 
ton by the Rev. Charles Plawden. | 


6 6 Þ 
" 221 * _ 


approved "talents and orthodoxy, and de- 
nounced to his biſhop, as guilty of various 
errors againſt the faith of the church, ih a 
work of victorious argument * he adduces 
a formal declaration, to the ſaid effect, in 
excuſe for not replying io the charges: 
brought againſt him: „My religion, I ſo. 
« lemnly declare,“ he ſays, [* is. not his 
« (Mr. Plowden's) or that of his admi- 
« rers of." In like manner, to my earneſt 
call upon upon him to tetraQ his numerous 
errors, on the ſcore of the detriment theſe 


replies, © It rejoices me to hear that in his 
« (Mr. M—s) eſtimation, I have done de- 
© triment to the fouls of many; becauſe, 
« in that caſe, I know, I have eſſentially 
« ſerved ther: I bave opened to them 
« che realms lef truth g.“ It is Mr. Be- 


+ Memoirs, Pref, p. xxxiv. x 
+ Eccleſiaſtical Democracy Detetted, Pe oe: . 
99 185 Pref, * An. I 


rington 


rington ihen, ' who is bot an öbſcüfe. man; 


but an author of literary fenovyn, that pub- 


liſhes the alarming poſition, that he has not 


the ſame religion with avowed Catholic wri- 


ters or with their admirers, but that the 
doarines which they pronounce detrimental 
to ſouls he knows to be ſerviceable to them, 


The queſtion then is which of theſe 1eli- 


gions is the true one. Now it ſo bappens 
that Meffieurs Plowden and Milner, obe- 
ther they are good men or bad. men, diſei- 
ples of Chriſt or Phariſees * are, in fat 
and in principle, orthodox members of the 


catholic religion, being acknowledged as 


ſuch by their paſtors, who are in commu- 
nion with the whole: church, and what is 
more, they are determined to continue 
ſuch, by their avowed readineſs, at all times 
to ſubmit their o opinions to the tribu- 
nal abovementioned. Mr. Berington then, 
in proclaiming himſelf not to be of their 
religion, proclaims himſelf not to be of the 
catholic td a of fome en or r other, 
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which, from his early and perſevering en- 


deavours to propagate it, ought, in juſtice; 


to receive its denomination from him. 
But who am J, you will object, to dete& 
growing errors and eccleſfiaſtical' revolu- 


tions? I will not lay claim to a writer's 
privilege even with reſpett to publications, 


in which I myſelf am a party attacked, but 


I will anſwer you, Sir, that J am a Catholic, 
anxious for the unity and orthodoxy of the 
true chureb, and for the ſalvation of fouls, 


For I learn from our preſent ſupreme. Paſs 
tor, in a work which he bas publiſhed a- 


gainſt the ſelf ſame errors, according to the 
doarine of his holy predeceſſor, that *each 
© novelty agitates the whole church“, and 


of courſe every member of it, and I ob 


ſerve, in eccleſiaſtical. hiſtory, that men of 


inferior ſtations have often been the means 
of bringing the moſt fatal hereſies to the 
knowledge and deciſion of the proper 
judges. I anſwer in the ſecond place, that 

NT Univerſalis Ecckfa quacumgur rovitale pulſatur," 
Pii 6, Dmanat, Piſtoj. 7 p. Te ex 8. Csleſtino. 
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I am an authoriſed teacher. of the catholic 
faith, in the diſcharge'of which duty it has 
ſometimes been objected to me; that Mr. 
foleph Bericigton, who'ts alſo a catholic 
prieſt, teaches a different doctrine from 
mine: it concerns me then that my flock 
ſhould be enabled to judge "whether I or be 
teach the faith of the Univefſal Church,” . 

But this alledged anxiety for the purity 
of Faith aid the ſalvation of ſouls, yo tell 
me, Sir, proves that 1 am *of the family of 

the Phariſees *, and «one of ®their geZ 
* nuine offspring , ns of whoſe bypocriſy 
and wiekedneſs) you draw fo bideons a por- 


trait, To this f anfeer, 'that the fame ar- 


gument would prove that every faint In the 
calendar was a Phatiſee. But öbferve, F 
pray you,” Sir, that, admitting ine and my 
frignds to have all the vices you lay to our 
charge; and you and your friends to have 
all the v virtues for which You” take "RO 
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Memoirs, Pref. p. KK. e & / P. H. 
+ Thid. p. xxviii. alſo p. 326. 10 1 ſtrive, not! hope 

A Weite * to imbibe the ſpirit, and in a ſee- 

| 40 ble 


— ꝶ——— cs oo > bb ̃ r'!!! ̃ . . en ere 


„„ 
the queſtion 1 is not now, nor ever has been, 
about aur reſpettive merits, but ſolely about 
the orthodoxy of our public dodtrine. 

Fivally you roundly maintain, and by ma- 
ny long arguments endeavour to prove that 
thoſe who bring forward charges of heretical, 
and ſchiſmatical doctrine againſt others “ are 
« not. Chriſtians, for they want the virtue ef. 
i ſential to its nature, charity) for can there 
« be a man that is not a rational animal, 
© or a brute that is not ſenſative of of You 
will excuſe me, Sir, if upon the true nature 
and prattice of charity, I rather adopt the 
maxims of that apoſtle of charity, St. Fran- 
| cis de Sales, in the paſſage quoted in ihe 
motto to this work, than yours. I am ſa- 
tified to take ſhare in the cenſure, which 
you have alſo brought againſt the cbarita« 
ble, the melifluous St. Bernard, in conſe- 
quence, of his TOY ion and denoun- 


8 ble trnnfrelpe_ to copy the virtues of Andrew Brom- 
„ wich . . who entertained every gentle and gene- 
* rous ſentiment of a Chriſtian, and was prepared to 
ih « die with a martyr's fortitude.” 
® Memoirs, r 


ced 


EN 


ced the hereſies of your prototype Abe- 
lard T. Or rather, in quality of a member 


of the church, I am content to take my part 


in that ſentence which you paſs even upon 


| her, as deſtitute of a quality which you tell 


us is as eſſential to chriſtianity, as rationa- 
lity 2s to man or ſenſation to brutes : I wiſh 


e (Catholics) were more tolerant and 


« more charitable: all churches: are into- 
* lerant and as ſuch uncharitable F.''— 
I am not, Sir, to be deterred by your impu- 
tations on my chriſtianity, (but with due 
deference to ſuperior authority and learn- 
ing) from pointing out and even qualifying 
whatever poſitions I may diſcover in your 
writings, that appear erroneous, ſchiſmati- 
cal or heretical. In other reſpedts, Sir, I 
ſhould. be ſorry to make the ſtyle and lan- 
guage of one, who values himſelf on his 
moderation and breeding, the mode} of 
wine hence inſtead of ee ſuch in- 


ps Hiſtory of the Lives of Abeillard and Rae. 


p. 2/8, Kc. 


5. Reflections adareſs 10 Howkins, p. 30 
dignant 


a1 
dignant epithets as Fellow,” Tgnorant Fellow, 
Pfariſee, Tartuffe x, and the like, J will 
continue io addreſs. you as a gentleman, a 
ſcholar, and a moral man, but as one who 
has unfortunately ſwerved from the purity 
of catholic faith and the ſubmiſſion due 10 
its lawful government. 8 | 

There are ſome errors which are peeu- 
ee new ſe&, and there are others 
which are common to religious innovations 


in general; theſe tend to overturn or cur- 


tail the neceſſary authority of Chriſt's Vi- 
ear upon earth, and of other lawful ſupe- 
riors, the ſame by which all new doftrines 
are nipped in the ir bud, to eſtabliſh an ix- 
dependant and ſelf-erected jurisdiction in 


f 


* Theſe expreſſt ons are the principal flowers of 


ſpeech which adorn above a dozen pages of the above 


quoted Preface. The occaſion of his terming the writer, 
of this an ignorant fellow, is becauſſe he oppoſed the text 
of the Conſtitutions of Clarendon, as it occpirs in Mat- 


thew Paris, who lived within a century bf the facts 


which he relates, to the text of Mr. Berington, who is 


unable to bring any ancient author whomſoever j in ſup· 


port of his fallifications, 


its 


N 
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its REY by ſuch means as the circum- 
ſtances of the times render moſt effectual 
for this purpoſe, and to create an opinion 
of che prevalence of ſuperſtition and abuſes 
in the church, and of the general ne- 
ceflity of a reform in her. Let us ſee 2 
few of the maxims which Mr. Berington 
has been in the courſe of publicly incul- 
cating on theſe heads. 


The divine authority of the holy 5 al its; 
bond of unity, with 12 8 to the e 
Church, denied. Pry ) tient,” 


1. He {the Pope) has indeed his pre- 


© rogative: but we have our privileges, 


«and are independent on him, except 
« where it has pleaſed-the community, for 
the ſake of unity. and good order, to ſur- 
© render into N hands a limited, ne | 
*tendence *. | 

This, Sir, is the Kemticdl' Alas 
vhich the [church bas repeatedly anathe- 


Wy PAS a We > 


* Reflections to the Rev. F. Harulins p. 69. ; Mn 
H | matized, 


CF) 


matized; in Matfillius of Padua, Antonio de 
Dominis, Edmund Richer, and i in the late 
ſynod of Piſtojia, who all of them have 
taught, though not in ſuch expreſs terms 
as you, that whatever authority the Pope 
poſſeſſes throughout the church, it is derived 
from the free gift of the church herſelf, and 
not from the divine conſtitution of Chriſt. 
It is not for me to qualify this propoſition, 
ſince the ſupreme Paſtor himſelf has ſo late- 
ly Beds Ito be, HERETICAL=#®, 
„She (Rome) flood as a centre of 

« union, conveying her energy through a 
© thouſand channels, whilſt her emiſſaries 
« at a diſtance maintained the illuſion TY 
This is advancing a ſtep further than any 
ch above innovators have ventured, or 
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I 3 IE Propel. Pia a 4 Pis 6. . 7 4 Quz 
ie ſtatuĩt Komanum Poitificem eſe Cu pu-. Minifie Viale 8 
« ſic explicata, ut Romanus Pontifex non a Chriſto, 
* 491perſona B. Petri; ſed ab eccleſia poteſtatemi mini- 
wel ſtexii, Accipiat, qua ve lut Petri Succeſſor, yerus 
« Chrifti Vicarius ac totius Reclefiz Caput pollet in 
% Univerſa Fcclefia, — H ERE TIC A.“ 
+ Hiſtory of the reigu of Henry 2. p. 625. 
19 8 18 | even 


te 


4 


even than the janſeniſlical authors of. the 


Civil Conſtitution of the Gallican Church have | 


proceeded. They were content to leave the 
Holy See, as a rallying point, or inanimate 
ſtandard, after they had ſtripped it!,of all 
efficient power. Your: propoſition, Sir, 


which terms it an illufion that Rome 15.4 cen 
tre of union, is inconteſtibly heretical. 


9 


Ujurped ond [chiſmatical JN Merle a. 


3. © It is not neceſſary, that as he only | 


© can confer orders, who has been himſelf 
« ordained, ſo he only can confer juriſdic- 
ce diction, who is himſelf canonically pole 
© ſeſſed of juriſdidion *.“ | 

This propoſition, Sir, which will aſto- 
niſh every catholic canoniſt and divine, 


is nevertheleſs the neceſſary: conſequence 


of the republican ſyſtem of church go- 
vernment which you have adopted; ac- 
cording to which the ſupreme Paſtor de- 
rives his authority from his flock, and it is 


* Memoirs, p. 292. | 
H 2 LENS prin- 
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a principle neceſſary to be eſtabliſhed, as a 


foundation for the ſchiſmatica} propoſals, 


which; we ſhall ſee, you are about to make 
to us. To my apprehenſion however it is, 
by a clear deduction, contrary to that deci- 
ſion of the council of Trent, in which thoſe 
are anathematized who ſay that * perſons 
not having a miſſion from eccleſiaſtical 
* and canonical authority are lawful mini- 
* ſters of the word and the ſacraments *,” 
and as ſuch it muſt be, at leaſt, erroneous 


and ſchiſmatical. - 
: 4. Each paſtor in his pariſh, 8 bis 


* ſhop in his dioceſe, &c. is poſſeſſed of 
* a proper and eſſential juriſdiction wholly 
% uncontroulable by and independent of 
*the See of Rome. .. ſuch was the order 
* divinely eſtabliſhed by Chriſt T.“ 

You have elſewhere ſpoken of the juriſ- 
di ion which is eſſential to biſhops 4, but 
here you extend the ſame to every paſtor, to 
every metropolitan, and to every national 


 * Trid. Sefl. 23. can. 7. 
T State aud Behavieur, p. 153. 
F Memoirs, P- 102. : 
1 patriarch, 


„„ tes 


2 my 4 


. 

patriarch, whoſe reſpedtive eccleſiaſtical au- 
thority you tell us was divinelyeſtabliſhed by 
Chriſt, Theſe will be news, Sir, to canoniſts, 
and they will be happy to hear in what 
chapter and verſe of the ſcripture; or in what. 
council they may find the ground-work of 
this ſingular aſſertion. But to be ſerious :: 


if inferior paſtors and prelates have an inde- 


pendent, eſſential, divinely eſtabliſhed juriſdic= 

diction, uncontroulably by the See of Rome, then 
the Biſhop of that See, the Vicar of God: 
ere uon earth has not ſupreme autho- 
« rity, throughout the univerſal church,“ : 
as the council of Trent declares him to 


have, then the council of Florence has 


defined a falſehood, viz. that, the Roman 
© Pontiff has received. full power from 
« Chriſt to feed, rule and govern the whole 


church, as has been delined in the gene- 


«ral councils, and as is contained in the: 
« facred canons .““ Permit me to tell you, 
 * Trid;. Seff, 6. cap. 1. de Ref. Ibid. Seſſ. 1% 
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1 
Sir, that the propoſition before us is evi. 
dently erroneous in one reſpett, and here 
tical 1 in another. : 1 4 1 


De e of 'erroneous and „ ages! 
trines __ cenſu red tt our e 


1. ®The een clergy fin the reign 
of" Queen Elizabeth): unanimouſly reſol- 
« ved to preſent a ſupplication to his Ho- 
„ lineſs, praying that he would reſtore to 
them an eccleſiaſtical hierarchy, in the 
government of biſhops . . . Had they de- 
«liberated to better purpoſe, and conſult- 
«ing their church, choſen ſuch a number 
« of biſhops, as the exigencies of the peo- 
« ple required, the meaſure would have 
« heen more conſonant with the ſpirit of 
„primitive diſcipline *.“ | 

6. © Unabaſhed- by refuſals, A 
c often repeated, rather than chuſe their 
« own biſhops, which their own good ſenſe, 
, aided by reading, mult have told them, 
« was a meaſure moſt conſiſtent with. the 


25 Memoirs, p- 43» 
rules 
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« rules of venerable antiquity, the clergy 


'cc again (in the reigin Of King James I.) | 


applied to Rome “.“ 
According to the dofrine wi laid 


down, our predeceſſors, even fince the 


church has ſolemnly declared, in her laſt 
general council, that it belongs to dhe Roman 
Pontiff to appoint paſtors to all churches +, 


would have deliberated to a better purpoſe, 


if inſtead of leaving the appointment to 


him, they had, by their oun private autho- 


rity, elected their own biſhops, and even 
determined how many the exigencies of 
the people required, which implies che ſet- 
tling the limits of their juriſdiction, and the 
erection of new Sees. All which uncano- 


nical _ unprecedented conduct is ww 


1 hid, p- 92. 


+ * Romanus Pontifex ex muneris fui e pas. 
*« tores ſingulis eceleſiis præficit. Trid. Seſſ. 24. cap. 
1. de Reform. Adeoque legitima eonſeeratio nulla fit 
in eccleſia catholica univerſa, nifi ex apoſtolic ſedis 
% mandato.”* Theſelatter are the words of his preſent 
Holineſs, reaſoning upon the above paſſage of the 
council of Trent, in his Brief, April 13, 1791. 


nounced 
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nounced to be conformable to, good ſenſe 
and the rules of venerable antiquity.— The 
whole of this doarine, is a plain inſinua- 
tion of error and ſchiſm, and, to my judg - 
ment, agrees in ſenſe, with the iſt, 2d, gd, 
*4th and gth propoſitions, cenſured by our 
Orthodox Prelates, in their Paſtoral Leiter 
. of December 26, 1792: which they © pro- 
© hibit their clergy, from preaching, teach- 
« ing, maintaining or abetting, under the 


* penaliy of fager fe on from. 4 all divine Hane. 


cc Lions.“ 99 


Propoſition  fabverſive of the lawful authority 
of our Paſtors. 


7- 4 * have ſhewn how abuſive the go- 
« vernment of our church is, and what a are 


* See the ſaid Paſtoral, pages 18, 19,'21,, This 
Paſtoral of his own Biſhop, amongſt the reſt, Mr, Be- 
rington ſcoffs at; comparing it to a merry play of 
Shakeſpear. (Much adoe about Nothing). Memoirs, 
Pref, xxiv. It is very natural that this gentleman, 
writing in ſupport of the cenſured ſyſtem, ſhould REY at 
defiance the condemnation of it, | 
4 its, 


* 
ik 


„ 3 


8 

e if © its evils. Will it be ſaid that they are 
© not of a magnitude to call for redreſs? 
(Will it be ſaid that what our anceſtors 
;- acquieſced in we ſhould not attempt k to 
, age @ px 
Ir 8. © That the government by Vitars is 
0 * ſtue, will hardly, I think be denied, 
- © when the inſtitution by Chriſt, as we 
- © conceive it, of ordinary epiſcopacy is 
ic Wl © admitted, from which that of Vicars is 
a plain and not a neceſſary deviation.“ 

The Catholics of England are here aſ- 
ſured that the authority of cheir pre fent 
Y Wl Biſhops, the Vicars Apoſtolic, which they 
bave been taught to conſider, as ſtrialy 
conformable to the general difcipline of 
the church, where ever the Catholic reli- 
gion is not predominant, is founded in 
abuſe: which implies that it is unjuſt and * 
is null. They are even inſtruQted, by one of 


e WM their own clergy, a man of talents and 
ot learning, that this ſyſtem, is © a devia- 
; | | ; | 

n, 

at * Memoirs, p. 466. 


T 1bid, p- 461. 
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ce ion from the inſtitution , Chriſt, which 
«every one knows, the church is not com- 


« petent to authorize.” Hence we are 
very naturally told, in conformity wich the 
democratic principles of the day, / that 
though“ our anceſtors acquieſced* in this 
abuſe, we ought © to attempt to reform it.“ 
Did J advance too much, Sir, when J ſaid 
that you were bent upon bringing about a 
revolution in our eccleſiaſtical govern. 
ment ? But what muſt be your opinion of 
the forbearance of that government 
which will leave ſuch attempts in one 
of its own, miniſters unpuniſhed ?—Your 
above quoted. propoſitions, ' Sir, together 
with many others, which it is in my power 
to bring forward, from the ſame work, are 
ſcandalous, ſubverſive of the peace and ca- 
nonical government of our church, and di- 
rectly tend to a general ſebiſm: as ſuch 
they have been cenſured in the gth,. 10th 
and 11th of the aforelaid condemned pro- 
poſitions*, 


* Paſtoral Letter, p. 20. 
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Sch 22 de to Dun vll. ' 
9 WE tion.” 
9. The powers of our miniſtry (thoſe 
©of the Catholic Clergy) by an abuſe, 
* which acquieſcence has ſanRioned, are 
. delegated | „ 7 
10. © With the Clergy alone, in my eſti- 
4 mation, reſts the choice of withdrawing 
e their acquieſcence from a ſyſtem irregu- 
« lar and abuſive, and of vindicating to 
* themſelves the canonical Tights of a pa- 
@ rochial miniſtry#. „ 8 z 
The Catholic Clergy are here informed, 
that if they continue to accept of the ju- 
riſdiftion which is neceſſaty for adminiſter- 
ing the ſacraments, from their preſent ſu- 
periors, the Vicars Apoſtolie, this i is merely 
the effect of their own 'acquieſcence, inaſ- 
much as the ſyſtem itlelf is irregular and 
abuſive, and that they are competent to re- 


at 


ir 


* Memoirs, TTY 3 Vs . | S 
* [hide 446. be 
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form the ſame at pleaſure. The occaſron 
of your broaching this pernicious doctrine, 
is in order to prove that the withdrawing 
of faculties from a certain clergyman, was 
unjuſt, illegal and null, But your aſſertion 
maintains that the clergy, in general, may 
aſſume eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, without 
any : delegation at all from their biſhops, 


and may continue to exerciſe it in deſpight. 
of their prohibition.—The dodrine in que- 


ſtion is ſubverſive of all eccleſiaſtical ſubor. 
dination and government, and directly 
leads both to ſchiſm and hereſy. If we 


were to follow your advice, we ſhould eſta. 
bliſh a miniſtry, not of ' ſpiritual life, but of 


death: like that which is ſet up by thoſe 
hireling apoſtates, the French Conſtitutio- 
nal clergy. The adminiſtration, in this 
caſe, of ſome of our ſacraments and rites 
would be invalid, the adminiſtration of 


them all would be ſacrilegious. But let us 


hear upon what ground you propoſe this 
alarming meaſure to us. We may, you 


tell us, © vindicate to ourſelves the cano- 


« nical rights of parochial clergy.” What 
may 


— 


it 
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cc 


(063) 
may we all of ns (for every one, I preſume, 
has the ſame right) commence rectors or 
pariſh prieſts at once? This would be like 
raiſing an army all of officers, without ſo 
much as a private amongſt them. Where: 
is even the national church in which all the 
clergy enjoy parochial rights and ordinary 
juriſdiction? ' Beſides where are the pa- 


riſhes, for each of theſe rectors to govern? 
But it ſeems we are to create theſe pariſhes, 
as likewiſe the biſhoprics, by our own au- 
| thority, in the ſame manner as we are to 


beſtow upon ourſelves ordinary jurisdic- 
tion! But ] am here chiefly expoling your 
ignorance of the canon law: let me then 
return to my ſubjett. 8 


The Church not pure: the neceſſi % of reform- 
ing her.” SN 


11. © In the courſe of ſeventeen centu- 
te ries, if ſhe (the Catholic Church) has 
* contratted habits that might be reformed, 
- W* what elſe could be expected? *” 


A 


Y * Reflect, to Hawkins, p. 23. Z | 
: „ This 


15 86 . 


This has been the pretence of every dog- 
matizing innovator and arch-heretic, for 
diſturbing the peace of the church, during 
the aforeſaid ſeventeen centuries. It is 
| However a clear impeachment of the iner- 
rancy and ſantfity of the Church, which 
are ſecured by the promiſes of Chriſt ;. as 
\ ſuch your propoſition, I am convinced, is, 
at leaſt, erroneous and productive of 
ſchiſm. Many individuals indeed contra@ 
bad habits which call for reformation; the 
worſt of which is the diabolical preſump- 
tion of attempting to reform the ſpotleſs 
ſpouſe of Jeſus Chriſt, his holy Church, 
which does ever, and ever muſt teach i . 
way of God in truth, both as to belief and i | 


Os I; 
12. All churches are intolerant and u 
« 2s ſuch uncharitable*.”” | We 


This paſſage you particularly apply to fo 
the true church, which indeed alone has a at 
Juſt title to the appellation of Church. 
Now if ſhe be uncharitable, I pray how is 


* Jbid. p. 30. 


" 


he! 


1 


ſhe holy ? You have even gane a flep fur- 
ther in a paſſage quoted above, and have 
maintained, that without charity it is im- 
poflible to be chriſttan®. The dottrine 
here laid dewn is bighly ſcandalous, erro- 
neous and impious. It is true the Church, 
according to her well-known maxim, nei- : 
ther admits error, nor permits it: but this 

very ſpirit proves her charity in both its 
branches: whereas the latitudinarianiſm, 
which you every where inſinuate is ſove- 
reignly injurious to the God of truth and 
deſtructive of the fouls of men. | 

This, Sir, is a mere ſpecimen of the er- 

roneous, ſchiſmatical and irreligious doc- 
trines, which pervade your numerous pub- 
lications, either openly expreſſed or ſtill 
more fatally inſinuated, in equivocal or ſar- 
caſtic expreſſions. Indeed, fince you. have 
found that there are writers, who are both 
able and willing to detect and denounce 
your dangerous errors to the public and to. 
your proper ſuperiors, there is nothing you 


S Memoirs, Pref, P- xxvii. 


12 Es ſtudy 


ſtudy ſo much, in your compoſitions, as the 


artifice of equivocation, ſo as to inſtill your 


poiſon into tbe minds of your readers, and, 
at the ſame time to ſecure a retreat for 
vourſelf, in caſe you are called to an ac- 
count for the ſame. The ſame artifice his 
preſent Holineſs charges thoſe modern in- 
novators of Tuſcany with, in the condemna- 
tion which he has lately dc 0hl of thei 


errors“. 


What is there, Sir, that is ave or ſacred 


in the eyes of your mother chuxch, which 
has not, at times been the ſubjett of your 
cenſure or deriſion? We have ſeen a ſpe- 
cimen of your mode of treating her faith 
and government, with reſpe& both to her 
ſupreme head and ber inferior paſtors: 
what now do you ſay of her diſcipline in 
general? That “ the diſcipline of the 


- J 


* 4 Norant illi verſutam Novatorum fallendi ar. 
tem; qui Catholicarum aurium offenſionem verit), 
captionum ſuarum laqueos perſæpe ſtudent ſubdolis 
verborum involucris obtegere, ut in/er diſcrimins 
« fenſuum, latens error lenins influat in animot. St, Leo, 
ep. 129, &c“ Daunat. Piſtej. p. 5. 
9 85 '« church 


* 


( 8 }) 
church has greatly departed from primi- 
« tive ſimplicity“: that the warm imagi- 
nations of ſome nations, and the mate- 
« rial conceptions. of others have intro- 
« duced into European practice a, cum- 
% brous weight of ceremonies and un- 
« meaning pageantryT:* That © ſuper- 
* ſtition was the animating principle which 
planned and executed our ancient chur- 
e ches and monaſteries,... . in as much as 
« a nation of philoſophers or cool chriſti- 
« ans would have exedted no magnificent 
« churches or breathing. ſtatues} :”” that 
the © niching of mawmets (or the placing 
« of images) in. churches, and. the banging. 
* ok eyes, legs and arms round altars & c. & 
| «c are: 
* Refec?. to Hawkins, G. 19. 
Þ Ibia. p. 20. 

+ Hiſtory of Henry II. pages 15, 194 

LI cannot omit obſerving that this. pious practice 

of perſons who had been miraculouſly cured by the in. 
terceſſion of certain ſaints, obtained in the ancient. 
church no leſs than it does at preſent. In the tem- 


'© ples of our Martyrs. ſome offet the figures of eyes, 
13 * {ome: 


( 9 ) 


4 are follies unworthy the ſervice of our 


« Maker :””. that a veneration far relicks 
4% is a proof of ſuperſtition“,“ and ſuch as 
deſerves to be “ lamented by every good 
« mant: that the devotion of the church 
to the inſtruments of our Saviour's paſſion 


| {the croſs, the ſpear, the nails, the crown 


of thorns) is a new devotion, which is alfo 
inſinuated to be an mhuman affection of the 


mind: that the whole collection of mira- 


cles recorded by the holy ſathers and ec 


_clefiaſtical writers, and thoſe daily proved 


by the Sacred Congregation of Rites ih 
the canonization of ſaints are a ſeries of 
impoſture, on one part, and. of credulity 
on the otherh, Our holy ſathers' are re- 

; preſented 


«© ſomeof hands, fome of feet, made of gold or ſilver, 
*© . . Theſe are evident proofs of the cure of as 
% many diſorders, &c.” Theodoret, ern. 8, de 83 
tyribus. —RefleR. to Hawk. p, 74. 
> © xa: Þo te. + 8 8 of Abeil P- 19. 

+ Ibid. p. 39. 

+ Vide ſupra, I muſt add here, that our author 
makes it a problem, whether it were not ** better to 

«« aboliſh 


1 


preſented as being deſtitute. of morality “, 
our moſt ill uſtrious martyrs as having died 


in a wrong cauſe tf. The flate of a religious 


life is fcoffed at, as “ an attempt to ſur- 


« paſs. the perfedtion of our bleſſed Sa- 

„ viour's life””, the duties of which are ſaid | 
to be ſupported by enthuſialm rather than 
divine gracef. Finally religion - 14felf is 
deſcribed. as changing with the changing 


„ aboliſh the celibacy of the clergy” Hawkins: p. 8, 


and peremptorily decides that it is a feible in the Latin 
Church to preſerve the uſe of the Latin tongue, in her li- 


turgy: which he ſays originates in no beiter motive chan 
a hatred to Luther, Calvin, Queen Elizabeth, & to other 
inſolent proteſtants. bid. p. 74. He tauntingly tells 
our Biſhops, that more danger is to be apprehended to 


religion, from the devotion of the Scapulary and of 


the Sacred Heart of the bleſſed Virgin, than from what 


he terms the iunccent Theory“ that was propoſed to 


us, of ruſhing into ſchiſm, which latter the Biſhops had 


cenſured in their Paſtoral. Memoirs, p. xxxii. 
See all the accuſations of immorality, defamation, 


violence, inhumanity, uncharitableneſs, diſnonour, &o. 


brought againſt St. Bernard for his detection of Abelard. 
P. 278, &c. 

T Hifi. of Her. 2, p. 240, 

+ 1bid. pages 48. 193. | 

times, 


n 


( 9» ) 


times. Tt was hardly underſtood in the 
twilight of the twelfth century® :” it was 
« overclouded with ignorance, ſuperſtition, 
* bigotry and enthuſiaſm, through that ſeries 
* of years when the appearance of miracu- 
loũs events was thought to be moſt fre- 
| * quent :” but now ſince miracles are ſaid 
to have ceaſed, the clouds of ignorance are 
* diſperſed, and religion has been purified 
« from the baſe allay of human opinionsf,” 
and “ an auſpicious day ſurrounds us\.”- 
There is nothing however, Sir, as is eaſily 
conceived, that ſo much roufes your indig- 
nation as the intolerance of thoſe, who en- 
deavour to prevent the faith once delivered 
from being mixed with the fond. conceits 
of philoſophic innovators, who fail not to 
ſprout up, a plentiful harveſt, in every age 
of the church. Hence you cenſure “ the 
« forwardneſs of zeal and the holy fire of 
“ churchmen, who arrogantly ere a tri- 
e bunal and call their equals before it, as 


* [bid, p. 73. p. 391. F p. 185. 
+ 1bid, dp. 391. 


« an 


- — 22 


1 
« an unauthoriſed attempt to repreſent the 
« perſon of the Deity and to vindicate his 
« rights.” Whereas © the holy Founder 


of the chriſtian ſyſtem, therefore expreſ- 


« ſed certain doarines in ambiguous. or 
© myſterious language, that when men dif- 


c fered from one another they might find 


« ;ndulgence *.“ \ 
On the other hand, if there is a netfon 
or object, which the church views with pe- 


euliar horror and deteſtation, the ſame is 


ſure to be the ſubjett, in one ſhape or ano- 


ther, of your approbation, Hence thoſe 


ſeditions and immoral, as well as impious 


heretics, an Arnold of Breſcia, a Tanchelm, 


and even the filthy and rebellious Albigen- 
ſes, in you find an advocate f, the latter of 
whom, though they died with arms in their 
hands, fighting for their abominations, you 
repreſent I as martyrs. But it is chiefly 
that dangerous innovator, Abelard, becauſe 


in him you ſeem to recognize a ſimilariiy 


* Ibid. p. 157. 
+ 16:4, paſſim. 


3 Hiſory of Henry 2, p 522. ; . 
| | & 
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of charafter and hiſtory (O may. your latter 
end be like to his!) who is the ſubje& of 
your admiration and applauſe. His cauſe 
was canonically judged in two provincial 
_ councils, which pronounced his doarine to 
be heretical, and ordered his writings to be 
burnt. This fentence was confirmed- by 
the ſovereign Pontiff, and has been received 
and venerated by the univerſal church dur. 
ing the intervening ſpace of ſix centuries; | 
hen behold! now ſtands up a novel- 
writer *, one Joſeph Berington, who has 
the confidence to proclaim that“ Abelard, 
jn truth was not guilty of a ſingle error t!” 
And this very man is angry, if we do not 
acknowledge him to be a Catholic! 


* Mr. Berington has at laſt found his true level, 
| having furniſhed the circulating libraries with the af- 
fecting tory of Emily Algotti, or ſome ſuch name, for 
I have not read the novel. But, to fpeak the truth, 
his quarto volumes are rather to be texmed romances 
than hiſtories, both for matter andmanner. If any one 
is deſirous of ſatisfying himſelf on this head, I would 
refer him to this writer's account of the ſigning of 
Magna Charta, Hit of Hen. 2. p. 510. 


+ Hip. of Abeil. p. 278. | 
The 


* 
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The errors of Abelard, however, are 
now of no other conſequence, except as far 
as the credit of the church is concerned in 
having condemned them, for they have no 
partizans. There is however another he- 
reſy, more dangerous, becauſe more hypo- 
critical and concealed, againſt which the 
church thinks ſhe cannot uſe too many 
precautions. The laſt of theſe has been to 


require a general ſubſcription to the Bull 
Unigenitus, in condemnation of the late 


head of that party, Paſchafius Queſnel. 
What, Sir, are your ſentiments with regard 
to this fatal hereſy? You tell us © the hiſ- 
e tory of this controverſy is the hiſtory of 
« the Egaremens de Peſprit humain, that a 
e Tanſeniſt was every thing by turns,“ (in 
ſhort a phantom) and that Queſnel him- 
ſelf was © an honeſt j anſeniſt who died ana- 


*thematized by Rome and perſecuted, for 


* the excreſcences of a wild imagination, 
« by Kings, Prieſts and Jeluits *!!—]n 
| the 

Memoir, p. 443. I muſt add he laughs at the 


idea of having admitted one of the propoſitions con- 


demned 


— —Ü— — — — — — — — 
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theſame ſpirit, as it ſhould mem of oppoſition 
to the church, you every-where ſpeak with 


rapture, of that late dreadful revolution on 
the continent, which has proved the great- 


eſt calamity ſhe has experienced fince her 


foundation, both in your private convet- 
ſation, as I am aſſured, amongſt your diſci- 


ples, and in your publications ®, It is true 


you, in one place, cenſure the deliberate 
barbarity with which the clergy, and other 
perſons of both ſexes have been treated 
© in a cauſe which otherwiſe was great and 
“noble, and you pronounce that * no 
« ſucceſs will efface this infamy, till ample 
« reparation be made to innocence, and to 


« virtue, and to jullice, and to manhood f.“ 


But it ſeems there is no reſtitution to be made 
to religion! Amidſt the laboured obſcu- 
rity which pervades the whole paragraph, 
thus much however is plain, that the con- 


demned in that Bull, Ibid. And yet Mr. Berington 
himſelf has ſolemnly ſworn to that Bull. 


* See the dedication of he Hiſtory of Henry 2. to 


Mr. Fox, p. 3. Memoirs, p-. 16. 


+ Mem. p. 16. 
ä du 
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duc of thoſe confeffors! ofthe faith and or- 8 
naments of the ꝗſaderdotal character, the 
French! emigrant olergy) who łefuſed obe- 
dience to-the:demodratic-refbrmets ofiicheir:: 
religion ant goverment]! i ο pa or. 
rather contraſted withithat of the merrena- 
ry part of -ourvclergyz1* who! bowed their 
heads, andiſubmitted to the laws,” (which: 
aboliſhedithe catholic religion in the reign” 
of Queen Elizabeth) as to har was now? 
became,” as you tell us *w ohriſtian du 
« ty ee If ibis, Sir, is your language, h. 
cerning the fatal apoſtacy! of France andulre(? 
conduqtoof her faithful clergy, when y 
ſpeak under a certainreſtraint; bygivingq bur 
name> ta thle: public we may eaſily conjec- 


ture what lengths yu are capable of going, 


when you are funderſinai reſt taint at all, in 
an anemymans work: ſuch as>the Conſide- 
rations &ddveſſed: to tie Fneur h iBijhipsCards 
cler gy H aowo Yefident cin gland 'which;5 


though aſcribedz-by publi@stport,//to-difle+s | 


rent authors, has never been conſidered hy 


ole, who are intimate ly acquainted Win 
Mr. Beringfon's pecullariries of thought) 


{+ Mm. Po» 16. 
and 
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and of language, as the work of any other, 
but of him. Thus much is certain, and 1 
vill engage, if neceſſary to prove it, that al. 
moſt the whole ſyſtem of janſeniſtical error 
and ſchiſm, which the author of that ſingu- 
lar work recommends to theſe-conſtant cans. 
feſſors, upon their return to their native 
country, (who indeed were only baniſhed 
out of it for refuſing to comply with a great 
part of it) may be extracted from this gen- 
tleman's avowed publications. The chief 
thing that ſtrikes us as abſolutely new; in 
the work under conſideration, is the twofold 
plan of it. The writer undertakes to prove 
that the infidelity which heretofore prevail 
ed in France, was owing to the intolerance of 
the clergy, in not making any allowance for 
heteredoxy and impiety; and that the im- 
morality. which reigned : there, is to be 
aſcribed to the ſtritt diſcipline vhich they 
enjoined, with reſpe&to rene >" OP 

and the church laws in general! | 
\ ButiLis time, Sir, to obſerve the ADR 
and conduct you have held with reſpect 
to the State and Behaviour of the body, 4 
Which 


1 


113 1 


6539 ) 


which you ſtill affect to belong, the Catholies 


/ England. Some years ago, you wrote a 


work, under this very title. - You had ndt 


then made the progreſs (in irreligion) which 


you now boaſt of “. Still the pamphlet was 


characterized by many of your favorite 
errors. The main object however ſeems 


to have been, to hold up the body at large, 


and every individual part of it, to the con- 


tempt of the Britiſh, nation f. For this 
purpoſe you declare the catholic college 


where you received your education to be 


an Augean able g, the prieſts from which 


(vourſelf of courſe excepted) are “ ill pro- 


* vided with learning, very. fuperficialy 
N acquainted with the Latin and Greek au- 


« thors, and totally deſtitute. of all other 


* ſcience; they are On in their prinei- 


e 


* * Pref. p. xxx. "PI 
If Cmholics be not pleaſed : they may know 

3 = 1 did not write with views of pleaſing them. 
„J aimed to inform, and, if poſſible, to correct. 


Lords, prieſts and commons now have, and always 


** .have had ſomething in their charaQters and man- 


© ners which is feprehenſible. 36 Pref, P. Yo. - 


+ Crate and Brhavwer, p. 173. 


2 e 


I FY Y . 
n ; n — 
ws * 


N 


r 
S 


my 4 _ o 2 * 
FP 
oy 


- > r 


(eee) 


«ples; coined in their. ideas; ignorant 


of theo world, and unpleaſant in their 


A wanners “.“ The other badies are each 
brought in for the purpoſe of abuſe One 
of them has no other object than to inſtruct 


youtbinthe falhionable arts of poliſhed lifef, 


another is only diſtinguiſhed by the ſtoutneſs 
of their lungs I, a third abtains ® the earthly 
-4ſubftance of families by promiſing: a 
place in paradiſe, which, it is diſcovered, 
they cannot diſpoſe of to their benefac- 
- «ors 4.” Our religious ladies are ſeri- 
oufly pronounced to be , ilLadapied to 
the buſineſs of education, and are, on 
the other band, farcaſtically deſcribed 

1 ag proper to receive miſſionary powers,” 

' 3naſmuch as „their preaching would make 
* more proſelytes than a legion of friars ||.” 

Nor are our lay-gentlemen more reſpedted. 


ou Their natural and acquired abilities“ are 


ſaicl to be bi + the N rn + Tk 
PATIOS. 1.306426 n nature 


lh ry tis buf Ibid." 
* P. 17: laben 180% 18 2:4?! 


. S 0. p- 1233. where it is ſaid chat 


% Nature has been too thriſty in her gifts“ to them, 
| But 


1 But for their-conſolation they are told, thats" lead ang: 
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nalure having am Sk ths the 
elements which belonged to them“; they 
are proud, ignorant and imperious T. In a 
later work than that which J have cited 
you diſcover that, the foundation of our 
colleges abroad was the bane of our reli- 
gion, as in them machinations, ſome real 
ſome fititious' were inoeſſanily praftiſed, 
* at it was rumoured,, againſt the queen 
" « and the religion of. the tate that our 
martyred predeceſſors, the firſt miſſionary 
prieſts, © were. not expoſed to proſecu- 
« tion for any tenet. of catholic. faith, 


_ « hut becauſe they had. returned, -under 


«the poſitive inhibition of the law, to dif. 
* turb the eſtabliſhed faith, of this coun-- 


« try, and to bring it again under the con- 


ton are ſometimes preſerred to More. ſplendid me 


« tals. lhid. 


a 

+ P. 163% 

t Mr. Berington's ſtudied caution has hett betray-- 
ed him into more complicated abſurdity, than I evers 
met with before in a ſingle ſentence. Memoirt, p. 53 5 
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I tread: lightly: over . eee, 
e of our late unhappy diſſentions, but 
if, Sir, the chief guilt of them muſt veſt 
with thoſe: who were induftriaus dn miſlead» 
ing their brethren, -howi'tdeeply* involved 
are you! You began by taking advantage of 
your own biſhop's abſenee from his diſtrif, 
in conſequenee of the recent death of his 
brother, to collect ſubſcriptions from the 
veighbouring clergy, in order to ſupport that 
ſymbol of ſchiſm and error, the late pro- 
ſcribed oath, which has not only been con- 
demned by all the catholic biſhops in the 
three kingdoms, with the fovereign Pontiff 
-at-their head, but which even the-enlight- 
ened and liberal leader of the proteſtant 
bench of biſhops declared in his place in 
parliàment be bimſelf could hot conſcien- 
* ſubſcribe to r. I was preſent, Sir 
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«Y 120 374. p. 2 33 57 N . 77441 97 3 
Ades the Speech of Dr. Horſley, Biſhop of St. Davids, 
naw of Rocheſter, Þ.9.—]). P. Coghlam'- 
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when} the' Grſt, copy of, youryprimed paper, 


GE 

I W ith: the '{abſcrip tions- to i t; was delivered 
from the poſt to the aforeſaitl prelate, and 
u bead from his own lips the moſt ſprmal 
ft diſapprobation of the meaſure in queſtion. 
„Since that period, and even ſince the re- 
d jedion of the oath by parlament, you have 


;f more than once openly preſumed to flig- 
t, matize that condemnation of the oath (ſor 
is which our biſhops have received the con- 
de  gratulations of whatever is reſpedtable 
at andi digaified in the church at prefent; and 
for which they will receive her benedic- 
4 dictions for ages to come) not only as an 
0 imprudent but alſo as an intemperate all 1. 
r But, to be brief, your neu creed, which 
vou palmed upon honeſt, unſuſpecting men, 
nt | as an orthodox teſt for « diſtinguiſhing 
in | © what is human ſrom what is divine t,. 
n= | has not only been demonſtrated by. our 
ir, theologians, but has alſo been declared by 
our r prelates 5 in ane: very: ee it, 


® Menbirs, P. 434. 3 „ e rat 

+ Appeal to the Catholics of ane. * 21 

+ Auguſt 24th, 1792. | | dr 
en | 8 mt 


f 164 ) 


except ene, to be er roneous, aud leading to 


hereſy®. Your ſyſlem of canon law is yet 
more faulty than that of your theology, be» 
ing partly borrowed from the Conciliabu- 
lum of Piſtoja, | partly framed, to anſwer a 


preſent occaſion, from your own fertile 


imagination. With Ricci and his aſſoci- 
ates you condemn all ſu/penſiones ex inſur- 
mata conſcientid t, You purpoſely con- 
found the covlune; of”: Bury vith; 7 


* We a as ds db, whey our 3 is, 3 
"rag that knowledge we have learned to diſtinguiſh 
E what.is human from what i is divine, Of this chuzch 
* we believe the Bithop of Rome to be the head, ſus 


«© preme in ſpirituals by divine appointment, ſupreme 


: « in diftepline by eccleſraſtical n . 
| Catholics of England, p. 22. 

+ Addreſs te Catholic Clergy, pp. 20,21, cc. | 
f Vide Damnatis quam Plurimum Propoſ.. a S. D. bs 
2 1794. Propoſ. 49. Quz damnata ut nullas & 


, invalidas fuſperfiones ex mmformatd conſeientid.—Fa Ifa, 
* pernicioſa, in Trid. injurioſa. 
Propoſ. 0. Item in eo quod inſinuat foli ie 
2 po fas non eſſe uti poteſtati, quam tamen ei defert 
« 'Tridentinum, Seſſ. 14. c. 1. de Ref. ſuſpenſionis 


* informata _conſcientia legitime infligendæ 


40 juriſdictionis Prælatorum zfiva.” 


mere 


> 
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| (stoß) 
were withdrawingof the faculfies®; Far 
l 4he worſt of pu ape ſe S ou totally miſnepre- 
* | ſentio the public tthe natureſof a canohical 
appeal. And noi content with, irregulat- 


A {1330 b £8 At MiJ 01 Ie oly 
El 541 ad mol babe UI mid bi tle 

# yy: ER 11e. e tried vin inden 
up il to maintain this illufion, by falſely and /chi/mati- 
- cally, teaching that our miſſioners are poſſeſſed of ordi- 


Q nary juriſdiction; and that our biſkops are not compte 
tent to withdraw the uſual · faculties t from them, our 
canoniſt is obliged, in the end, to. appeal from the lehr 


d to the ir of the law; p. 4); which in fact, is leay- 
ing the jiftice of à eanonzeal cenſure to dhe dewiHOHef 
n U individual an whomüt may be inflited;/* 11 
3 * +" For the purpoſe of "repreſstcing our ventrable 
rage da "arbitrary deſpot; who refuſes" 20 ply 
" way regatd2to *©anappeaÞ in actual fotoe,” Nau, 
p. 443 and who even denies the principle of "appeal, 
„ Aucſi, p. ry. he repreſents the Provef at the end of the 
® | 'fecond/Blu6 Bock, as being a regler appeal, which 
9 tied up the hands of bur biſhops from every act of ja - | 
„ rifligtion' over their [xeſpeive flocks; chat dire dr 
0 indlirecuiy related to the condenined oath.” Panzer, p. 
4 443. Bat the weſtern clergy in anſwer to the above 
| quoted addreſs and a printed paper, entitled Had? alle 
0 tam pariem, invincibly prove that no one conditiòh, 
Sy . requiſite, td conſtitute the canonicad proceſs'in queſtion, 
ef rac. on the aforeſaid occafion; or on any 


other 


N 
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laily ans; Trandaloufijodeciding and pub. 
-liſhing to the world, that our venerable 
| fenijor biſhop has inflicted, what you term, a 
fuſpenfeon, that is © unjuſt; illegal and null} 
you ſchiſmatically hold him out as a perſon, 
who is himſelf ſufpended from the ſervices 
of the church, in conſequence of the ſame®, 


/ 
0 4 | 3 


. dither occaſion, when an appeal from the biſhops was 
talked of. Indeed Mr. Berington is, in the end, 
obliged to give up this point alſo, by reſerring to the 
cenſured party himſelf for that account of the formali- 
ties, neceſfary for an appeal, complied with 75 him, 

: 2 he owns himſelf incapable of giving. 

*The above quoted publications have eee 
8 indecent and ſeditious charges, and pro- 
ved that the conduct of the ſenior prelate was ſtriQly 
. conformable both to the leiter and the {| pirit of our ee- 
eleſiaſtical code, With reſpect to the alarming and 
Achiſmatical doctrine advanced in the Addreſs, that 
de ſaid prelate (in the full diſcharge of his epiſcopal 


ſunctions) is himſelf a ſuſpended man, the reverend ca · 


noniſt endeavours now to manage a retreat for himſelf, 

by miſquoting his 0 In words. In the Addrc:/s he ſays 8 
The judge that ſhall. violate any of theſe conditions 
*, 34 biusſelſ it fo. facto. /uſpended from the ſervices and 
«, offices, of che church.“ pp. 11, 12. In Panzani, 
nn to this paſſage he thus ex preſſes bhimſeif: We 
1, "0 obſerved 


3 ” 
On the above-mentioned occaſion you ex- 
emed your utmoſt, though impotent endea- 
vours, to form the whole catholie prieft- 
hood into a'democratical convention, for 
vindicating, what you Call, our chriſtian li- 
berty, againſt the aforeſaid venerable pre- 
late . Since ikat attempt, for the purpoſe 
of fiſhing | in troubled waters, you have la- 
houred at one and the ſame time to revive 
the ancient jealouſies between the ſecular 
and regular miſſioners t, to engage the ca- 
a to ſet up? A aun of ao cd a 
1. wy cbt the gane W would violats the 604. 
10 malities to be obſerved in the infliction of cenſirres, - 


« i. himſelf ipſo fato TO BE ſuſpended from the ſer“ 
* vices and offices of the church.“ p. 448. The ordi- 


nary reader will remark the interpolation, but the learns | 


ed reader, who perceives the fraudulent end, which i it 
istintended to auſwer, will · ſmile at the clumſinefs.of i it, 
as:it. confounds together the ſententia {ara and the %. 
tentia ferendae—To ſpeak of a ſuſpenſion. for any actual 
fatilt, Which is TO BE infficted 1PSO FACTO is juſt 


as rational as to paſs n of death upon a 2 
man. | | 


See the ham Addreſs, p. 22, of wap - ' R 
4 Memoirs, paſſin, | 


4 . 4 % 
= bad * 
- ; * 7 5 
* rein . g 3 
4 1 +54 , ; : I 
« 


en 
ry-poxerss if oppoſition to the juriſdiction 
of, our apoſtol ic vigars /, and toi goad on 
the x hole ecclehaſtical/ body to attempt ia 
revplution in our church government, hd 


at once to tear chewſeluos rom the ceitins; 
of. unient. as ble od: Paige nd 


5 alt that, this combined {fault on*thg| 
ſacred-fortrels, will.not-be-:more! ſ uecelsſul 


han ibe impotent attack above. mentioned. 
Buttbere is one ſide, on wWhieh, as I have 


alway; for obvious eaſuns i dreaded your 
malicg g. 60 I fear that you bave made a 
conſiderable impreſſion. At the time that 
our: eighth. Henry, in revenge for the 
Pope's refuſing io diſſolve the ſacred bond 
of:iatrimony, in Lamplite to his unbrid- 

let zu, way relolved to Toot out of t this, 


SEE 


ty,.he 1 an — capes Corals 
purpoſe, ihe moſt expreſfive- and energetical- 


Kei 
754. p. 30 . ene 
+ Ibid. p. 466, &. 
See Divine Right of 2 Pp. 80. 2 faſ: 
456 * Detected, p. 159. 
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ON requiring it to be taken by all his ſubjefs. - | 
4 This - oath has been viewed, in the FD. | 
a light ever fince, as a teſt and barrier of | 
0 proteſtancy againſt cathvliciſm, by govern- | 
8 ment and the nation at large, no leſs tban 8 | 
If by our own body; eſpecially by our eccle- | 
6 ſiaſtical ſuperiors, who have ever anathe- ; 
lo E matized it, and by. our numerous, martyrs, 
0 who have refuſed the ſame; when offered to | 
oy them; with.their lives, under the fatal gibbet. |; 
uch ſare the : Opinions of all parties at the - | 
„ preſent day. " What however i is moſt to the 
5 purpoſe, our orthodox prelates, on every | 
- occaſion, continue to condemn the oath of | 


ſupremacy, as abſolutely unlawful to be 
* Htaken by a Catholic. But what is the doc- 
„Inne of paſt times to Mr. Berington, who. 
% rejedts the concurring teſtimony of all the. 
* boly fathers for the continuance of mira- 
1 cles? And of what weight are the injunc- 
„Ions of our modern apoſtolical vicars with 
him, who repreſents them as having no 
authority, but what they derive from the 
{ Ftameneſs of an acquieſcing clergy? He 
langy forward, and, in defiance both of 
a 5 autho- 


\ 
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ry-powers; in oppoſitian:to the juriſdition) 


of, our apoſtolic ivicars /, and toi goadꝭ on 7 
the hole ecc]gfaſticd}, bed y to attempt ia " 


revplution in our church government, bod 
at once to tear themſelves rom the centre; F 
of. unienſt. a bilowls ods nes cd? by 
J walt Hoo this combined aun on*thai! : 


lie 
| ſacred;fortrels , will.nob be more ſ decelsſul, f 
chan the impotent attack above mentioned. ® 


| But ubere.is one ide, on whieb, Aas IL have 
al Vaya; for obvious teaſunsi dreaded your 

malicg , 0 J. fear that you have made a 
conſiderable impreſſion. At the time that 


n i ; : A 
our: eighth. Henry, in revenge. for the 


0c 
Pope's zefuſing toidifſolve ihe ſacred bond” I ;. 
of-matrimony, i in Conrplinent to his unbrid- {a 


led "Juſt, was reſolved to root out of "this | 
kihgQom 6 every fibre of his ſpiritual, authorj.,, re 
ty, he cauſed an:9athwibe enaQed ſor-ihis ba 
purpoſe; the moſt expreſſive and energetical & 


that the human ee could « devile,. ti 
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requiring it to be taken by all his ſubjefs. - 
This oath has been viewed, in the 1 

light ever ſince, as a teſt and. barrier of 

proteſtancy againſt cathvliciſm, by govern- 
ment and the nation at large, no leſs than... 
by our own body, eſpecially by our eccle- , 
haſtical ſuperiors, who have ever anathe- 
matized it, and by. our numerous martyrs, 


| who have refuſed the ſame; when offered to 


them, with their lives, under the fatal gibbet. | 


such are the : Opinions of all parties at the - 


preſent day. " What however! is moſt to the 
purpoſe, our orthodox prelates, on every 
occaſion, continue to condemn the oath of 
ſupremacy, as abſolutely unlawful to be 
taken by a Catholic. But what is the doc- 
trine of paſt times to Mr. Berington, Who 
rejeas the concurring teſtimony of all the 
holy fathers for the continuance of mira- 
cles? And of what weight are the injunc- 
tions of our modern apoſtolical vicars with 
him, Who ropreſſ ni them as having no 
authority, but what they derive from the 
tameneſs of an acquieſcing clergy ? He 
lands forward, and, in defiance both of 
1. autho- 


E26) 
e od 3 reproaches the bo- 
dy, in general, with a narrowneſs of mind 
and a dullneſs of comprehenſion, in not 
| having. followed the example of his pre- 
deceſſor at Oſcot, in the reign of King 
Charles II. who, to ſave his life, ſwore to 
the Regal ſupremacy *, and emphatically 
calls for ſome © one bold man, amongſt 
them, who by taking the oath (in queſ- 
tion) may diſſipate the whole charm of 
«prejudice, and reſtore us io the. moſt va- 
« luable right of Britiſh citizens .“ This 
call upon the laity we have reaſon. to la- 
ment, has, during the courſe of the laſt 
ſummer, proved more effe&ual, than ano- 
ther, mentioned above, did upon the clergy. 
Not that I aſcribe the whole ſcandal. and 
| diſgrace that has taken place in a certain 
northern congregation io the weight of 
Mr. Berington's reaſoning and authority ; 
but when the mind is ſtrongly tempted, it 
ſeizes even on a flight pretext to juſtify 
its frailty. Thank God however the irre- 


* Memoirs, p. 324. 1 . * 5 
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ligious phrenzy is now: abated, and the - 


church has received that hard but neceſſa- 
ry reparation of an open retraQlation for 


he ſcandal given, from the:greater part of 


thoſe who had been feduced. 1 
It is difficult, Sir, to eradicate early im- 


preſſions whether good or bad. We are 


indebted to this, under the merey of that 
gracious: Being, who -watches: over his 


church, for the ſcene of edification J have 


juſt mentioned. You are allo ſenſible how 


neceſſary it is to ſow in the infant mind 
the ſeeds of philoſophic toleration, which 


you repreſent as lels common amongſt Ca- 


tholics than «amongſt ſeftaries' *, and io 


begin, even from the cradle, the work 
of rooting out thoſe congenial habits of 


ignorance, bigotry; ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm, 


the extirpation of which ſeems to be the 
whole buſineſs of your life. With this 


view you have written a book + to:recom: 


mend the "Ow of, ſchools * e 


2M fs. to 1 P- 30. 
+ Ar Eſſay on Sunday Schools, 
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us and moral improvement upon a more 


c extenſive plan“ than has hitherto: been 
thought of by any other 'man; ſchools 
which ſhall equally ſuit “ Church of Eng- 
„land men, Preſbyterians, Baptiſts, Roman 
Catholies or Quakers *.“ For the uſe 
of theſe, W yourſelf to “the ealy 
© taſk of compiling the books or catechiſms 
_ * which muſt be elementary and compre- 
* henſive, ſeparating from each ſociety its 
* diftintive opinions +.” Thele, of courſe, 
are to ſuperſede the uſe of our Catholic 
_ Catechiſm, which you pronounce; to; be 


* jncoherent and undefined. 4 calcyjaied to 


produce a * confuſion of ideas in ſpecula- 
© tive and pratlical, inmyſtery and in moral 
v0 truths, and (even) inflability of belief; 
inaſmuch: as in the firſt page of it, the 
child is taught that ais foul is like to God, 
* becauſe it is a ſpirit, endowed with under- 
© ſtanding and free will, and i is immortal . 
Ido not deny, Sir, that in chis new com · 
prehenſive ſyltem of 1eligious and moral 


Ae Io 4: | TA : 4 * >. | > 
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education; you allow the child to go to 
Maſs “, though you ſtrongly diſſuade the 


parent from * the partial and precipitate” 


meaſure of teaching him what the Maſs 
js 1. Let us now, Sir, before” we take 
leave of each other, by way oF ex peliment, 2 
compare together the doftrine FE our 
old incoherent. Catechiſm” with chat of 


your new luminous elementary Catechiſm, 
as we gather the ſame from your own 


works, upon a few leading points, and let 


us compare them with a view, not only to. 
their reſpeQive orthodoxy, but alſo.; to. 
the diſtnfneſs of ideas and the feability off 
belief which they are calculated to pro- 
duce, as this is a point that You particular. 


4a . 
* # 


| * Bid, f. % SR. 

+ P. 29. N. B. Mr. Hens however + is nod 
entitled to the roba merit of this-new- ſyſtem of reli- 
gious education. The hint of it is eridendy taken, 
from the Emile of J. J. Rouſſeau, — * 
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01 1 Queſtions * Why, did God woke; you:?” 


The" og Catholic cu. Ar. Berington's new 
eee eve Cattthifm. 
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' * Becauſe my At be God Fr 
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«} 5 is a ſpirit en- 5 * made we, hag. 8 
1 dowed with . «yen me ſomethin 

«ſtanding and'free= © which perhaps he 
* will, and is immor- “has not given to the 
tal, that is to ay = ox or, the elephant, 
20 can never die. 7 10 « andlihis man calls 
25 % basis ei 5 18 i geen ts os 
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* Firſt Catechiſm. 
+ Hiftory of Abeil. p. 348. 
+ Refletins io Hawkins, Pp. 33» . 
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3+ Q. a what dges the eich nin, 
« of Chriſt chiefly conſiſi 1 „ ogy 

A. In two prin- A. rte ante, 
« cipal myſteries, © of the Trinity re- 7 


% namely, the Unity ,,* ard not the im- 
"Ge & Trinity of God, 4. 4 ona! wo or{hip af 


1 


6 and the Incarna- 
e tion and death of 
00 our Saviour 1 


ec our Maker, nor 
0 the g great intereſts 
veraltet. 10 


* 4 a 75 H 


4+ 0. M why b not a mak be PT in 
2 any church or religion ED 1 


A. «Becauſe there 
1 18 but one God, one 
1 « faith and one dep 
* tifm, Ephel. 1 iv. 5 
C For God alone bu 


ing the author of 


*arve religion can- 
not xeveal many 
C « vizhout ee. 

een 2 36 
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r « « Abeillard 
C dares. 10 give the 


Pagan 2 11 Philoſo- 
© pbers a ſeat of 


happineſs in thoſe 
« regions, to Which 
« ſome Chriſtians, in 
too Vain a partia- 
« Itty pretend an ex- 

« clufive 


p_ 
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* ting bimfelf, which 
cannot be advan- 


« ced without blaſ- | 


% phemy.” , +» 


I 


om eluſive right ® wow» 


Ko ©. "wy by cannot : the Church ert in 
© matters of faith 8 c . 


A. Becauſe Chriſt 


* has promiſed that 
„ hell's gates ſhall 
not prevail againſt 
C his church, and 
« that the 
« Ghoſt ſhall teach 
her all truths, and 
that he | himſelf 


vill abide with her 


* for ever.“ 


His. of Abeil. p. 1 r 


Holy 


i we * 10 What extra- | 

ordinary co- ope- 
« ration of the Holy 
* Gholt is required 
10 that men, habit u- 
© ated to the con- 


* cerns of religion, 
ſhouldbe able tode- 


clare what doctrine 
* they were taught, 
and what they then 


believe? And this 
Lis that wondrous 


„ infallibility about 


„which reams of 


paper have been 
« written f.“ 
4 2 ie Bu. p 68. 
6. Q- 
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6. O. ls it poſſible to keep all the com- 
© mandments of God 7 
A. Ves, it is by A. „If I am too 
« God's grace. 'Za- animated,“ (or ra- 
Fe chary and Eliza- ther too preſumptu- 


* Beth were both Juſt ous and too irreligi- 


* before, God, walking ous). «jc is not my 


in all the command. 20 fault. I write asI 


«ments of the Lord 5 feel; and the regu- 
9. withoul reproof. 8. 2 85 lating of the fate 


* Luke i, 6,” . «gf. my nerves is 


K 


0198 1675. e uon. TY 


* A rn . 61 „ t 


* ſubjed eee me, but] have 


* 


not exhauſted it. I muſt dra towards a | 


_ concluſion. But firſt permit me, Sir, in 
he ſtyle of; ſerious expoſtulation, ;toraſk 
Dou the following queſtions: - 1s mot! the 
portrait that I have. exhibited of the docs 


trine and behaviour of the gentleman in 


queſtion a true delineation ?.,L.bave pro- 
Gueed Cs Wbich Jam ready to 
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confirm, for every fingle trait of which it 
is compoſed, except for his being the au- 
thor of the Ichiſmatical pamphlet addreſ- 
ſed to the French Clergy, which charge 1 


own reſts only upon ſtrong probabilities: 


hence I pledge myſelf to withdraw it, upon 
ſufficient proof to the contrary, as to the 


fact and as to doftrine. In the ſecond: 


place, I aſk, whether it is not an inſult, paſ- 
{ing all bounds, that Catholics, who. ſacri- 
fice every worldly conſideration in order 


to preſerve their religion inviolate, mould 


ſee the ſame frittered away before their 


faces to abſolute latitudinatianiſm, and 
_ miſrepreſented: to a. Proteſtant public, by 


one who will perſiſt in calling himſelf their 


brother? I aſk, in the: third" place, he. 
ther it is for the credit of the perſon in 


queſtion here, or for his welfare hereafter 
10 continue wearing the viſor, and to pro- 


feſs himſelf the member of a religion, the 


very chazafteriftic of which is ſubmiſſion 


of private judgment to eſtabliſhed autho- 
rity, whilſt, on every occaſion, he is found 
E that rule, and inſtead of ſubmit- 


ting 


ting his own opinions to the: doctrine of the 
church, endeavouring to bring down the 
dottrine of the church to the level of his 
opinions? : 
Aſter having witneſſed the religious para- 


doxes which I have extracted from your 


 vritings, particularly where you pronounce 
that Abelard, convifted by two councils and 


the reigning Pontiff, of hereſy, * was not 
« guilty of a ſingle error, it will not ap- 
pear very extraordinary if you ſhould” ſtill 


atemps to and upon your orthodoxy ; but 
that there ſhould be found other men, and 


thoſe men of name, who ought to know bet- 


ter, who, with your works open before them, 


declare of the ſame, in the ſelf-ſame terms 


that you have applied to the writings of 
the ſaid innovator; © in his works may be 
«. ſound uncommon language and ſome ex- 
e traordinary opinions; heterodoxy there 
te. jg none;“ this, I ſay, is inconceivable. 
Let however thoſe perſons who. mutter ſuch 


alſertions in private; which they neither 


can defend nor even dare aſſert in public, 
let them, if oy will neither attend to evi- 
| dence, 


( 19607) # 
dence; nor to the indignant voice of the 
|. . body at large, proclaiming Mr. Berington - 
io be the dead weight of their cauſe; liften” || | 
it at leaſt to the declarations of men of a dif. 
| ferent perſuaſion, whoſe profeſſion and 
whoſe talents entitle them to judge of lite- 
rary performances, and who certainly are 
not biaſſed by © overweening zeal” for the } 
purity of Catholic faith.—Ah! Mr. Be- 
rington, it is not for nothing that your cre= | - 
dit for liberality, candour, good ſenſe, and I 
know not what, ſtands ſo high with Prote- 
ſtant Reviewers and other ſuch writers; you 
bave bartered the deareſt intereſt of the re- - 
ligion, to which you were ſuppoſed to be- 
long, for their applauſe. I ſhall content my- 
ſelf at preſent with bringing forward two 
quotations, from the writings in queſtion, 
upon one of the molt material errors char- 
ged againſt you above, in proof that the 
ideas of Proteſtants agree with chofe of Ca- 
tholics concerning the ſame. 
If our Saviour could ſay to the ſcribe, "> 
« who made a good confeſſion of faith: 
« thou art not far from the kingdom of God: 
Mr. 


1 


* 
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« Mr. e s,views of and. obſerva- 
| .« tions on the Roman, See warrant us in 
5 0 ſayings, Nou art not far from Prot 
= tanto Lo 1. 

Ts... A Roman Catboligprieſt who, like Mr. 
« Beringion,, is of opinion that every 
<« paſtor, by. the; divine eſtabliſhed order of 

« Chriſt, is poſſeſſed of a;PIOPET 4 and efſen- 
© tial juriſdiction, wholly i uncontroulable by 
.<. ad independent. of the See. of Rome, 
r muſt never expedt to be at peace, till he 

„, has. followed the Apoſtolic precept 


Come out from. among / them, and be Se pa 
1 Wert bb v b i | 
There is + indeed, one apparent argument 
in your, fayour, , which 1 muſt notice, be- 
cauſe it has been publickly brought for- 
ward, though in a different form; vi mean 
by v of reproach to Catholics, ngh, Sir, 
of juſtifying vou. 11 has been faid; ; if” it 
8 a dg there, are Kale anongt Heu: 


TY | 1 
: « * F + -» - q %: J „ N i 
i 4 * l £ 1 "2 1 3 7 hs , 1 a 1 gs 1 
* * 3 


Dae bee of Books i in the enen Maguinſor 

June 2794, p. 44. | 

al $4 "Many Review, from, December 179% p. 474. 
M | men 


, . 3 * | RF 4 LA $: Y 

x 0 K * s . 8 4 * 

e 4 83 T4 : s 191 4 4 x TX 4 8 

* 2 1 2 g & * 


5 
| 


„* 


LY 


men profelſi ing and publiltiing different 405. 


trines, on the leading points of faitb, — 


becomes of your boaſte d unity, atid 6 

your living tribunal for eradicating wy 
Tiling error ? T1 anſwer” you and thoſe, who 
have propoſed this obje&ion;" at the fame 
time. It. is true that our Cburch not only 
teaches one and the fame doctrine, in all 
places : and at all times, but alſo that! {He 
does not ſuffer or counive at error. Excle- 
fa a Dei trrbres nec facit nec tacet, is her 
flanding maxim, borrowed from one of the 
ancient Fathers“. She has real and efficient 
means for cruſhing every dangerous novelty 
that regards ber faith, her diſcipline or her 
government. | But this is to be underflood 
in, what is termed, a moral ſenſe. The 


Prelates of” our Thurch! who are charged, in 


the firſt inſtance, with this important duty, 
each one in his reſpective flock, are not 
always immediately apprized of the tiſe or 


even progreſs of dangerous novelties. 
Their time, in general, is too uſefully oc- 
eupied to permit them te look into ſuch 


flimſey romantic hiſtories of rerary | lo- 


* Vide etiam 8 Pifto, Syn. Pe 7. lin, | 33. &Co 
'Tz pis J. P. — | | 


vers, 
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vers, or into ſuch wild, and brajuſick, pix 
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jects of reforming ihe world, by ſending 


children 10 8, Latitudinar ian ſchgol, eve- 
ry. Sunday, as, the preſent, ſuperficial, age 
teems with, In the next, place, when they, 
are made acquainted, with the profanc. and 


vain babblings of the. ungodly, whoſe Joeech 


ſpreadeth, like, a canker. 2, Tim. 24.17,, it be- 
comes an important conſiderat ion, in what 
manner theſe may be moſt.  effefually. ſop- 


preſſed, and that with che leaſt miſobief 
poſſible. But I anſwer, ſecondly, to the 


aforeſaid objettion, and 1 anſwer it, Sir, in 
your bearing, tbat every, Catholic Biſhop, 


who. has had any concetn wich. Mr. Bering 


ton has openly teſtified; in fome ſhape or 
another, his difapprobation of his doctrines 


and condutt 1 add. has. adled, Vith. more or 


leſs vigour, in endeavours to roſtrain them. 


To prevent any miſtake,” I will ' enumerate 
the prelates of whom L ſpeak, though 1 ſhall 
not, at preſent, ſpecify the. means they 
ſeverally employed: The R. R. Conzis 
Biſhop of Arras, the R. R. Richard Chal- 


loner and James Talbot V. V. A. A. of the 


* Hiſt, of Abeil. and Heloiſee, g. 
M2 London 
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Löhden Dfflrig, ie R. R. Wat. Gibon 


V. A of the Northern Diſtrict, the R. R. 
Tho. Talbot, V. A of the Middle Diſtrict«, 
and our preſent three orthodox biſhops, ' 

who, in a regular ſynod, cenſured' certain of 
his poſitions. I do not deny indeed that 
you have at length found a prelate to afford 


you a certain degree of countenance and 


ſupport. But, I pubtiſh no ſeeret in men- 
tioning, that he himſelf is in a ſingular and 
unprecedented fituation io conſequence of 


* 
14 


. » The otly doubt that is like! 7 to occur on 6482 ps 
ject, is concerning the late R. R. Thomas Talbot: as 

Mr. Berington expreſsly declares that he is not“ invol- 
ved in the general cenſure” which he paſſes, on the 
arbitrary eonduct, diſregard of the rights of the prieft- 
hood, pageantry, &c. of the other V. V. A. A. Memoirs, 
p. 468.—To this I reply that the Prelate in queſtion 
teſtified to me and to the Rev. Gentleman, who had juſt 
then denounced Mr, Beringten's errors to him, how 
much he diſapproved of the, ſame, and of his conduct 
in general, but he excuſed himſelf from proceeding to 
cenſure them on the very ſame grounds on which he had 


formerly excuſed himſelf, when called upon by the R. R. 
Mat. Gibſon, namely, that he was © afraid” to uſe his 


own words. of making Mr. Berington worſe. ä 


th 
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his erroneous doarines, and wat the 1 in 1 
flexible orthodoxy of the chureh, requires 
Jas his bands au ample 258 babe reve } 
tion of the ſarne 03:94 507-6 
Jam naw, Sir, about to WE my leave o 
you, and, to ſpeak with frankneſs; I oa 
by this time, we are mutually tixed of each 
other's company, I maſt however at part- 
ing, add one or two words more. Do not, 
Sir, affect, as you did on a former occafiony, 
an ignorance of the doctrinal charges here 
brought againſt you, under pretence that 
you have not read the ꝑ reſent work. If .yow 
do, be aſſured, not a foul wilt believe you. 
If then you honour me with an anfwer, ! 
have one earneſt. requeſt to make, which "mM 
ſhould not preſume to offer, if your own 1 
credit and alſo peace of mind, by ſhotten- 
ing the preſent controverſy, were not e= . i 
qually concerned, with 1the- ſatisfaQion'of 
the public and my own. It is this: Be can- 
* e wn nen van 
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I See Preftice ö to Memoir, p. xxxiv. with reſpec tos 
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guiſe and equiyoquę in the expoſition of 
your doarine. I willi add that manlineſs re. 
quires it, [ which appears, in „our ſcale, 0 
be the firſt of moral and even of prelatici 
virtues. Obſetve, I am not deprecating 
your wrath; 1 know what I have to expedt 
for this attempt to tear off your vizor. I, 
weill readily compound for ten more pages 
of inveRtive againſt myſelf, in quality of a 
modern Phariſee, and for a diſſertation, as 
long as ever you pleaſe, upon the old topic 
of ignarance, bigotry, ſuperſtition and enthu- 
figſm, I will not even reply to you, if only, 
when you have exhauſted this ſubjea, 
and when. you enter upon your own. de- 
. fence, you will al a plain, open and con- 
ſiſtent part. This, in my opinion, implies; 
an option of one of the three plowing. 
propoſals. * 511 at 
If you are. conſcious of 7 errors, can- 
didly own them to the public, at large, 
- which has been accuſtomed to the peruſal 
of your writings; tell them that j jyou have 
heen in the habit, for near. theſe: twenty 
years paſt, throvgh a deſire of diminiſhing 


| "= | „„ 
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(en 
the vulgar prejudice, or through any other 
motive you may pleaſe to aſſign, of occa-. 
ſionally miſrepreſenting. the Catholic doc- 


tripe, in effential articles, and point out: the 
errors in particular, in order to undeceive 


Proteſtants, and to repair the ſcandal. and 


other bad effects, as much as in you lies, = 


whidhy theſe: have eeraiuly produced in the 


Catholic body. How much more noble is 


it to'retratt an error, than never to have 


fallen into one! Is not Mr. Berington's 


mind magnanimous enough to feel this? 
In caſe however you ſtand upon your or- 
thodoxy, teſliſy at leaſt, that you ſubmit 
your doarine in genera}, and the deciſion 
of the above charges, in particular, to the 


church in her regular tribunals, the firſt of 


which is that of your on Biſhop, or if the. 
buſineſs ſhould be of ſufficient importance, 
as happened in the caſe of Abelard, to that, 


of the Provincial Biſhops. Do that, and 


we are ſtil] brethren. I on my part will 


gladly retradt every charge that I have ex- | 


Ws 1 you, which they ſhall pro- 
nounce, 


1 
* 
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neunee, afier a full hearing, not to be 
founded. | F911 


will perſiſt in dogmatizing, and wilt 


judged by no one but yourſelf, there remains 
but one choice for a gentleman and an ho-. 
neſt man to make: Avow that you are no 
longer a member of the Catholic Cbureh, 
hoiſt your own, ſtandard, and frame any 
creed you pleaſe. Even in this caſe, our. 
controverſy is at an end, as all that J aim at 
is to make you conhiſtent with yourſelf,, 
How much more honorable and even mo- 
ral, was the condutt of an Antonio de Do. ; 
minis and even of an Archibald Bower 
gore? all his impoſtures. in other reſpełts ) 


* This unhappy apoliite was lod: protected and 


encouraged by the late Lord Littleton and other diſtin- 


guiſhed, perſonages, as a valuable acquiſition to the 


Proteſtent cauſe. At length the preſent Biſhop of Sa- 


liſbury proved to the publie, what Catholics knew, and 


had demonſtrated long before, that he wos, in every xe- 


ſpect made up of fraud and impoſture. From this cir- 


cymſtance his 1 of Sarum wh. the name of 


Detector. 
who 


— 


But if, Sir, you wilt neither dior your 
errors, nor fubmit the deeifion of them to 
the regular tribunals of the ehureh; if you 
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who openly abandoned the Catholic com- 
munion, than that of their reſpeQive coun- 
trymen, a Fra Paolo Sarpi and a Peter 
Walſh, both of whom, I have proved, from 
their own confeſſion, to have continued in 
the ſame, with heterodox opinions, forthe 
purpoſe of treachery, in order to ſerve the 
cauſe of its nen Once more conſi- 
der, I pray you Sir, in caſe you are diſpo- 
ſed to inſult the common Father of the 
faithful, in bis accumulated diſtreſs, whoſe 
bread you eat for ſo many years, and to 
publiſh five volumes, in quarto on the Riſe, 
Progreſs and Decline of the Papal Power, 
in conformity with the proſpectus which 
you have given us, whether it will not be 
more both for your profit and your credit,” 
to write the ſame io the character of a Pio- 
teſtand, as Cie MO rey A. ORCS 


Z. &\aC 


. Ses Eceleſ. aftical Dee Dana of 2 237 * i 
vine Right. 

+ Hiflory of the Popes. This er of 
A. B, of which the greateſt expectations had. been. rai- 
ſed, was in the end found to be a mere maney. getting bu. 
ze/s, and afterwards fell into contempt and oblivion, 
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of, whoſe labours no doubt you will make 
due advantage, than in that of a Catholic. 
Do I then wiſh to drive you to ſuch e- 
tremities? God knows the contrary... At 
the ſame time, I muſt confeſs, I bad rather 


ſee you openly abandona ſyſtem of religion, 


which unleſs received in its whole extent, 
can neither be for your credit here nor for, 
your welfare hereaſter, than, by appearing, 
to belong to it, that you ſhould have it in 
your power to | miſlead its conſcientious 
adberents. If you are not a real ſheep of 
the fold, I do not wiſh you to wear 1 
| ſpoils of one. 

' 1 bope, however, in your own . S 
and many virives, aided by the beſt of edu- 
cation; but chiefly i in the mercy of God, 
which, whether you are pleaſed or diſplea- 
ſed, whether you are. ſerious or ſmile at the. 
news, I can aſſure you 1s ſervently implored 
in your behalf, by many a pious aud chari- 
table catholic, that you will embrace one . 

; the former, and not ihe Jal' of the > above | 
Fe e e 
8 "rage 


it) 


I dare ſay, Sir, you remember, at leaſt T 


do, hen, perplexed withithe difficulties, 
which-yaur early novelties had throvn you 


into, you declared that you were almoſt re- 
JO bo give up all your fubtile \metaphyfics 


and to We Hour reading to ile devout d 
deen Ol that you had been quite re- 


ſolved upon following this motion of grace! 


You would have found more light and wiſ- 
dom in that diminutive volume, than in the 
fifty huge tomes of the Encyclopedie. 
What an accompliſhed aſcetic and defender 
of orthodoxy, inſtead of a dangerous inno- 
vator, would the Church, in this time of her 
greateſt need, have poſſeſſed! We ſhould 
have beheld a ſecond St. Bernard, inſtead 
of a ſecond Abelard. If, however, inſtead 
of confining yourſelf wholly to ſuch read- 
ing, you will make trial of it, according 


to the pious practice of your early years, 


during eight days only, we may ſtill hope 
that a part, atleaſt, of theſe brilliant proſ- 


pets, will be realized; that the damages, 


which you have occaſioned to the Church, 
 AQITICIEA | | will 
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will be repaired: and that yourſelf, in par- 
ticular, becoming conſiſtent with yourſelf 
in the eſſential article of religion, vill be- 
gin to enjoy the full comforts of the ſame 
and of your ſacred profeſſion, in a word, 
that you will be as clear in charafter,' and 

as happy, in your on mind, as) I Ace 
3 5 Ft e nogy boviat 
Who am, Sir, 


＋ 


Your faithful wind Servant, | 
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| ADDITIONAL NOTES. 


Fon p. 5. The writer has, ſince his work was com- 
mitted to the preſs, been aſſured that Dr. Geddes has 
addroſſed, not a ſingle Carmen Seculare, or Congratu- 
Aatory Ode, to the common enemy, but three ſeveral 
ſuch poems, at ſo many different times, on the moſt 
brilliaat epochs of their Revolution: the laſt of which 
celebrates the conqueſt of the Low Countries, Theſe 


are ſaid, by thoſe who have peruſed them, to be 
printed with all the embelliſhments, which the typo- 


graphic art is-capable of beſtowing. On the ſeditious 
tenor of the firſt of theſe Odes, and on the heterodoxy 
and infidelity, which are conſpicuous in the Doctor's 
writings in general, ſee the Gentleman's Magazine, Oc- 


tober 1193, p. 887. Fan. 1794, p. 27. a 
. 2 > and April, p. 327. 


For p. e the above ſheets were printed, 
the author, has met with freſh proofs that the moſt 
learned and intelligent members of the Eftabliſhed 
Church ſee the writings of the Rev. Joſeph Berington, 
and one or two other writers, in the ſame light that 

K | —- -- he 


— ee es 
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he himſelf with the catholic body, in general does, name- 
ly, as an utter dereliction of the fundamental and dif. 
ſtinctive tenets of their religion, and as forming a ſuffi- 
cient ground of communion wirh thoſe of the pro- 
teſtant perſuaſion. This is manifeſt by the following 
extract from a letter, which has juſt appeared in the 
moſt reſpectable of our periodical publications, as be- 
ing honored with communications from the firſt cha- 
racers in this kingdom. See zhe Gentleman's Magazine 
for December 1796, p- 994. It may be proper to.pre- 
miſe that the Bampton Lecture, lately founded in the 
Univerſity of Oxford, is the moſt celebrated courſe 
of theological inſtruction this _ in the. 5 
m—_— f 
« In Mr. Obey! s tighth fernton Wee the Bong. 
&* gon Lecture, is the following paſſuge.—In this coun- 
«© try, ſome of thoſe who are among the moſt reſpec- 
« table deſcendants of its ancient advocates, have nat 
« only abjured its temporal and depoſing powers, but 
« have at length confidered themſelves as. enfran- 
«© chiſed from its ſpirituil dominion; afferting rhe 
« proper and independant juriſdiftion of Jeparate dioceſes, 
rc their inherent authority of appointing their own 
« biſhops, uncontroulable by and requiring not the 
confirmation of a diſtant Pontiff; the right of 
9 55 every church to Eibe its 0401 ad traditions and 


« vilege eines with ſuch faint and indiſtinct 
cc reverence as they {till profefs to the titular pre- emi- | 
% nence of an ancient See. Suck have alfo, at the a 
= a « ſame 


8 
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6 ſame time, advanced cos other principles of 


« the Reformation, in contending for the general uſe 
of the ſcriptures in the vulgar language; in conſi- 


*« dering them as tbe teſt and criterion of all human 


pretenſions; in diſcriminatiog between the au- 
« thority of the canonical and apochryphal books; in 
35 correcting the corruptions of the vulgate; in diſ- 


« allowing the exiſtence of an unerring authority of _ 


interpretation; in admitting the propriety of a pub - 
lie ſervice in the language of the people; in dif- 
<« claiming the canons of the council of Trent, atleaſt 


as to diſcipline; in confeſſing that they have diſco» 


« vered an their church a departure from primitive 
«« ſimplicity, and abuſes; in vulgar practice; in ac- 


**' knowledging the validity of the ordinations f our 


% church; and in intimating the diſtruſt - of the 


grounds on whanh: the Rs of the prieſtbood | 


© was impoſed. 


Tbe writer, ws pots. Pot, . * ons, the . 


Bange Ledture, thus goes on: — ! Now preſuming 
that this ſtatement is eorect, as indeed the learned 
author reſets to many names and publications in 
© ſupport of his aſſertion, I ſhall be glad to be in- 
formed what it is which prevents theſe reſpectable 


*« perſons from coming over to our church. . Ie» 


ally do not ſee what it is which witholds theſe rer 


«© ſons from our communion, e. 50-1 2 21 
M ere! (Signed): br fry 
Yer 994, -* A Ftien 40 the Kuang ch 
nan an. 2 Dt 3 co Bain 101 23 11 
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Tze author of this is forced to own that the Bang 
tor Lecturer has fairly ſtated the doctrine of certain 
writers, who are conſtdered by the public to belong to 
the Catholic body, as is viſtble on the face of their 
reſpective publications. He is obliged likewife to 
confeſs that the concluſion which 4 Friend io the Efla-' 
blited Church draws from theſe conceſſions is unavoid- 
able, viz, that there is no juſt and conſiſtent rea ſon 
why thoſe, who ſeriouſly and with :ſufficient know-' | 
jedge of the cauſe, make the ſame, ſhould not go over 
to the eſtabliſhed church, or to any other communion; 
which may ſuit their intereſt or their fancy.—In caſe 
however the preſent ſheets ſhould ever meet the eye of 
either of the gentlemen above-mentioned, it may be 
proper to inform them; 1ſt, As to the reſpectable 
** deſcendant of the ancient advocates of the Pope? 
* ſpiritual ſupremacy, (who indeed have ſuffered 
impriſonment, racking and death in that cauſe : vide 
Diar. rerum geſt. in Turri Lond, ad an. 1582, Nov. 7, 
17. 23. Dee. 2. item an. 1584, Jul. 10.) from whoſe 
works part of the above quotations àre taken, that if 
this gentleman has unfortunately erred in the ſciences 
of theology and the canon law, from never having had 
the opportunity of ſtudy ing them, he appears at leaſt 
to have acquieſced in the condemnation of his errors, 
pronounced by the Fe judges, in ne __ of 
Dec. 26, 1792. 
zdly, With reſpect to Dr. Geddes ſom whoſe 
writings other ſentences are culled in the above paſſage, 
it is for the friends of the eſtabliſhed church to conſi- 
52 * ö der, 
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der, when they are acquainted with his declared op- 


poſition to eſtabliſhments-in general, his denial of the 


inſpiration of the holy ſcripture, &c. whether they 
chooſe to admit him to their communion: moſt cer- 
tainly the Catholics will be glad to have it generally 
underſtood that he does not belong to theirs, f 


Finally, in regard to the Rev. Joſeph Berington, 


who has furniſhed an ample quota towards the Lectu- 


rer's triumph, and who indeed, as I have proved, has 


been labouring, during a courſe of years, to under- 
mine the foundations of the catholic church, it re- 
mains to be ſeen whether he will or will not retra& 
his erroneous, ſchiſmatical and heretical opinions, I 
hope in God that he will have the grace to do ſo: 
otherwiſe I truſt in God that our watchful and zealous 
paſtors will take the neceſſary means to prevent the 
ſcandal of Catholics and the triumph of Proteſtants 
being perpetuated through the means of this man. 
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p. 17. I. ro. after City r. of. 
p. 36. l. 14. for Belluacenſio. r. Belluacenſis. 
p. 43+ l. 14. for mirauclous. r. miraculous. 
r. p. 76. for p. 16. | | 
p. 78. J. 6. for 1. r. 5. 


p. 101. r. founda:ion. 
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